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Ba 
Lesson Calendar 


1. April 1.—The Walk to Emmaus. (Easter Lesson.) Luke 24 
2. April 8—Abraham, the Hero of Faith 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 
3. April.15.—Joseph; the Preserver of His People 
. Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50: 26 
4. April .22.—Moses: Liberator and Lawgiver 
Exodus 2:1 to_19 125; 32:1 to 33:23; Deuteronomy 
34°: 1-8 ‘ 
s. April 29.—Ruth, the Faithful Daughter 
The Book of Ruth 
6. May 6.—Samuel: Judge and Prophet ...1 Samuel 1:1 to 
4013 733 to 10:27; 11:12 to 313315; 15 +1 tor 16 = 135 
25:1; 28: 3-20 





7. May 13.—David, the’ Poet King ...... 1 Samuel 16:1 to 
31:13; 2 Samuel 1:1 to 24:25; 1 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
8. May 20.—Elijah, the Brave Reformer ..... 1 Kings 17:1 


to 19: 21; 21: 1-29; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
27.—Isaiah, the Statesman- Prophet 
2 Kings. 18:13 to 20:19; Isaiah 1:1; 6: 1-23 
10. June 3.—Jeremiah, the Prophet of Courage. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications.) ...Jeremiah 1+ 1- 
10; 7 21-15; 20: 1-6; 21; 26; 32; 35: 1-10; 36; 37 : 11-28; 
39 2 II, 123 42:3 1-11; 43 : 4-10 p 








_ 


DVERTISING is to be regarded as news,—news 

of genuine interest, because it so often points 

us to the way by which real needs can be met. Are 

you observing the advertising ‘snews”’ columns in 
this paper from week to week? 




















“New Lamps For Old” 
By Ruby, Weyburn Tobizs 


6¢& ]EW lamps for old!” 
(Brass for pure gold, 
Shimmer and glitter for wealth untold). 


The wily hawker cries his ware, 

She leans from her casement, he speaks her fair, 
She bids him enter, and from its stand 

She bears him the magic lamp in her hand! 
Her foolish eye no fraud discerns — 

But what will Aladdin say when he returns? 


“(New lamps for old!” 
(Dross for pure gold, 
Tinsel and @ trinket for wealth untold). 


The modern hawker his cheap ware cries ; 
So subtle he is — he seems so wise, 

Oh, stop your ears; oh, close your eyes, 

Lest sudden, too late, you find some day 

He has taken the Light of your life away! 
And oh, if your lamp no longer burns 

What will you say when your Lord returns? 











Impossible People 

No one but God is indispensable. When we for- 
get this, we: actually, though unconsciously, put our- 
selves or some one else in the place of God! And 


‘thinks he is indispensable. 


people often long to dispense with the person who 
As some one said of a 
Sunday-school worker: “He is impossible to’ get 
along with, because he thinks he’s imposstble to get 
along without _.. No wonder the result was a fail- 
ure for the would-be - indispensable!” Christian 
workers are as prone to make this mistake as any 
one else. Whereas the person who comes most nearly 
to being indispensable is the one who never takes 


first place, but always puts God and others first. ‘ “In. 


honor preferring one another; . . . serving the Lord,” 
is God’s counsel to his children. If we live by this 
principle, others wil] not find us hard to live with. 


me 


Now 


We have no time but now. ‘The message of 
God’s Word to men fairly pleads this truth to us. 
“Now is the accepted time,” said God. Dr. Sher- 
wood Eddy, recently speaking to missionaries, in 
China, said that he would never again say “to-mor- 
row.” “Once in South China he held a large meet- 
ing. Sun Yat-sen, Wu Ting-fang, and Admiral 
Chen were there. At the close of Dr. Eddy’s plea 
for surrender to Christ, Admiral Chen took .out his 
penci] to sign a decision card. Before he could write 
his name, Wu Ting-fang leaned over and persuaded 
him to wait, not to do it then. ‘When can I see you 
about this matter, Admiral?’ pleaded Dr. Eddy. ‘To- 
morrow morning at home at eleven o’clock,’ was Ad- 
miral Chen’s reply. The meeting closed. Before 
they left the building Admiral Chen was shot dead, 
and the next morning. Dr. Eddy stood by the coffin 
of the man who had said “To-morrow’ at the very hour 
he was to have made his decision.” Have you plan- 
ned to make some decision to-morrow, which God is 
urging you to make to-day? 


x 


Heaven’s Joy in Salvation 

When a sinner is saved, there is joy in Heaven. 
But whose joy? Even Christian people commonly 
speak of the angels in Heaven rejoicing at such a 
time. The Scripture tells us of something better 
than this. Our Lord told two parables, one of a 
shepherd having found a lost sheep, the other of a 
woman having found a lost piece of silver. In each 
case the owner, when the lost was found, rejoiced, 


and called senator friends and neighbors to witness 
his joy. Then our Lord said: “Even so, I say unto 
you, there is- joy in the presence of the angels of 
God- over one sinner that repenteth.” Plainly he 
meant God's joy in the presence of the angels, not 
the angels’ joy in the presence of God. Doubtless the 
angels rejoice with God at such a time, as they wit- 
ness the marvelous joy of God himself. But it seems 
evident that no angel can rejoice with the fullest un- 
derstanding over the salvation of -a lost sinner, for 
angels have not been redeemed. God knows, as they 
cannot know, what redemption means, for he paid 
the price, at infinite cost to himself and his Son. 
Elsewhere in the New Testament we read that the 
Gospel was preached “by the Holy Spirit sent forth 
from heaven; A a things angels destre to look into” 
(1 Peter 1: The joy of God is greater and 
higher than the joy of angels. The recovery of the 
lost possession meant more to the owner than to the 
friends and neighbors.. No wonder “the joy of the 
Lord is your strength”! 


x 
If Only Things Were Different ! 


“Everything is against me!” That is the way we 
often feel. Our income is not ‘enough to take care 
of our expenses. The folks at home have no sym- 
pathy with our spiritual life. The work we are in 
offers us no: atmosphere of helpfulness, but is a 
steady hindrance to all that we long to be. We could 
be so different ourselves if only our circumstances 
were different. Have you ever felt that way? There 
is not a word of truth in it! A recent Keswick Cal- 
endar reminder Said truly: “Never fancy you could 
be something if only you had a different lot and 
sphere assigned to you. The- very things that you 
most deprecate, as fatal limitations or obstructions, 
are probably what you most need. What you call 
hindrances, obstacles, discouragements, are probably 
God’s opportunities.” Change of environment, change 
of circumstances, never changes our character. Only 
Christ can do that. And if Christ cannot make us 
all that we ought to be just where we are, and just 
now, then Christ could not do it anywhere else, or 
at any other time. But Christ can do it now. Better 
still, he will take us so wholly into himself, as we 
believe on him, yield to him, and abide in him, that 
he shall be our environment: perfect, ideal, glorious, 
and “the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” 


‘ 


Stereotype and Stewardship | 


connected with stewardship, and yet what a 

dreary and tiresome word it may become, The 
average church-goer thinks’ he knows exactly what 
will be said when that. subject is announced, and 
very likely he does in most cases, for we use strangely 
little imagination in connection with it... The mind 
becomes bored and weary with just one name lazily. 
employed over and over for some attitude which 
really deserves a score of synonyms. 

And the word stewardship is all the more in danger 
of becoming tiresome because it is not a word we are 
in the habit of using anywhere except in our religious 
speech. Unreal or stereotyped words have always 
been a bane. And sooner or later each great word be- 
comes like a blurred coin unless we remint it. The 
word service is already suffering from over-use, or 
under-imagination, and the life attitude which it de- 
scribes must be put in ever new and beautiful and 
convincing. ways or men will grow weary of it. Worst 
of all we have unhappily narrowed stewardship down 
to the matter of money and often enough had _ no 
more to say on the subject if we succeeded in getting 
some generous contributions. Then the great matter 
would almost be laid on the shelf for another year. 
Certainly it was in the thought and imagery of our 
Lord a much more glowing thing than we commonly 
make it. 

It takes a deal of poetry. to make duty as rich as 
it may be, and when stewardship makes us think of 
nothing but money or makes us hear only the bleak 
tones of more responsibility we have certainly gotten 


Ne of the joy of life is in one way or another 


far off the bright and glowing aspects it had when 
our Lord spoke about it. Nearly always it was dra- 
matic and stirring when he handled it. Those men 
to whom the talents were entrusted all seemed to 
brisken up when they found they were trusted; that 
is, all but one, who seemed to take it as wrong- 
headedly as possible. When they found themselves 
trusted and left alone with something to administer 
as they thought best they had just what they had 
been wanting all along. It made them nimble and 
shrewd and alert: they became imaginative and in- 
ventive. Now was their chance, and they were right. 
There is something hearty and cheerful about them. 
Be sure we are getting it wrong somehow if with us 
stewardship has become the dullest subject in the 
womd, when ifi Christ’s bright, brief pictures of it 
there was always a glow of romance. 


Why riot put it this way, that there is not a situa-. 


tion we deal with out of which something more may 
not be made? And a good steward is one who makes 
something more out .of whatever is. put into his 
hands. He cannot bear not to see- things grow. Be 
the opportunity much or little, there is more to it 
when he gets.through with it. _There is responsibility 
to be sure, but that is not all. Sometimes he forgets all 
about the responsibility in the joy of the experiment. 
But that more can be made out of every relationship 
and .circumstance,° that together with the inspiration 
of trust and personal relationship perhaps is the main 
characteristic of the steward as our Lord presents 
him to us. All the rest in its turn, to be sure, but 
this joyous thing certainly. ‘Things do not have to 
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remain stuck fast and unchengneble, you have the 
power to alter them. You can something to them 
so that you will like them better. 

Yet how tamely after a few slack efforts men ac- 
quiesce in the belief that nothing more can be done 
with their materials. They soon take the measure 
of their opportunity and think they have seen all 
there was in it and do not give it a new turn now 
and then, but pronounce it exhausted. Some of the 
greatest spiritual changes that have happened to 
men were in those moments when they suspected that 


their familiar and maybe dreary task might put forth | 


all manner of- fresh aspects if. they would go at it 
freshly. “I am not making all I might of this thing,” 
some one says to himself, and forthwith sees a dozen 
new openings into the matter. Ba 

A young man who came glowing and aspiring out 
of college shortly entered upon a good business and 
then a home of his own, and after a few years found 
he had settled down into a very comfortable routine 
of alternate home and business until one night over 
his newspaper he was smitten with the reflection that 
he had never, in his earlier days, meant his life to 
be no more than this. Out of the train of thoughts 
which followed he woke up to realize that he was 
not making the most of his life, and from that time 
on he began te make a great deal more of it in every 
direction. 

Sometimes of the home itself some family head 
who has’ been what we call “a good provider,” ~and 
all that, wakes to realize that he is not anywhere near 
making all he could of his home: It has been alto- 
gether too long since anything new and inspiring rose 
out of its familiar routine, There are inspirations 
which are not being acted upon, attentions which are 
no longer given. There has been a suspicious dul- 
ness and sameness about the whole experience for too 
long, and he cannot believe this is all his home was 
meant to be. Many a life has been completely changed 
by the feeling that more might be made of the family. 

It is not sheer duty or stark responsibility of which 
Jesus speaks alone, but of the sheer joy of seeing 
the slender equipment with which we started now 
grown into something so far above our beginnings 
that we are not the same persons. It is a valid joy, 
all hearts were meant to have it, and without it they 
either shrivel or break. 

Truly stewardship can be put in many ways, but 
never one too many. Every day of life it may seem 
another thing. We can make a great deal more than 
we do even out of our failures and obstacles. and 
griefs. Very noble wads Goethe’s saying that “he 
never had a chagrin but that he made a poem out 
of it,” but too many of us leave our chagrins just 
chagrins. 

Stewardship mearis that our Lord wants us te get 
the same joy out of things that he is getting and 
cannot bear it that we do not. He desires us to get 
immensely more out of our hours and our days both 
for ourselves “and for others. And instead of shut- 
ting up the matter to an enforced and grudging at- 
tention once a year to the matter of greater giving 
we keep the matter more or less with us all the time. 
To be sure actual money giving plays a powerful 
part in character. You see no great rich growth in 
the life that always sidesteps this poignant, concrete 
matter of money. His brother said of Cardinal New- 
man that he was “Always financially noble,” a beau- 
tiful phrase. Nothing makes one feel that he has 
grown in stature more than to know that in his giv- 
ing he is now daring way beyond what he had ever 
dreamed. possible, 

But above all, let us get the bracing atmosphete 
of the whole matter, for it is an atmosphere of “an 
intenser life, a quicker imagination, a fuller sur- 
render of all the powers to the interests of the Mas- 
ter—a braver acceptance of hostile environment — 
a gayer and bolder snatching of opportunities —in- 
cessant development, till-the servant of Christ, what- 
ever the call, however novel or odd the situation, 


will know instinctively what to do.” And taking it” 


like this we shall bring our best imagination to the 
matter of stewardship,and never let it become stereo- 
typed again. 
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Rainbow Chorus, Good Friday, by Radio 


_ Radio has come to stay. Christian workers are 
using it In marvelous ways. The General Secretary 
of the Kansas City Sunday School Association, My- 
ron C. Settle, sends the following interesting letter 
to The Sunday School Times: 


Listen in on the Rainbow Chorus! 
Delegates to the Sixteenth International Sunday 
School Convention, held in Kansas City last Jvne, 
will be interested to know that the Rainbow Chorus 
of five hundred boys and girls between the ages of 
eight and fourteen which delighted the delegates so 
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much with their singing, is to be heasd-over the Radio 
on the evening of Friday, March 30. 

Broadcasting Station WDAF, the Kansas City Star, 
will radio the concert to all parts of the North Ameri- 
can continent and to steamers at sea in both the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

The Director in charge of this Radio Station expressed 
a desire for something more than “mere jazz” to be 
broadcasted on Good Friday evening, and welcomed the 
opportunity to use the Rainbow Chorus. 

The Chorus has been in training ever since the Inter- 
national Convention, and was one of the most attrac- 
tive features of the city-wide Christmas Festival of 
Music held in Kansas City. 

The Program March 30 will consist of Easter hymns, 
among which will be the following: 

“There is a Green Hill Far Away.” 

“Fairest Lord Jesus.” * 

“God Hath Sent His Angels.” 

“Lift Up, Lift Up Your Voices Now.” 

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” 

“America -The Beautiful.” 

A brief, Easter address will be included and one or 
two other especially interesting numbers appropriate 
to Easter. 

The progtam -will commence promptly at 8 P. M., 
Central Standard Time, and will last one hour and 
fifteen minutes. 

Persons “listening in” on the concert are invited to 
write and teil the Kansas City Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, 204 Y. M. C. A. Building, Kansas City, Mo., how 
they enjoyed the program. 

Let’s see what shall be the farthest point from which 
a report comes! 


_ The next big event in the fascinating field of radio 
is the Radio Number of The Sunday Schoo! Times. 
It will appear two weeks hence, the issue of April 7. 
With due modesty, the Editors confidently announce 
that it will be one of the most amazing issues of a 
religicus journal ever published! The articles and 
features and news events and information already 
secured for this Radio Number are too full and. fas- 
cinating to be described here; a further announce- 
ment will appear next week.. Meantime, if you or 
any friends are “radio fans,” be sure to look for the 
April 7 issue. If you would like extra copies to send 
to friends, it would be well for you to write at once 
to The Sunday School Times asking for as many 
as you wish; they will be mailed free of charge, to 
your own address or to any addresses you name. 


Pad 


Did Our Lord’s Sinlessness Result 
from His Virgin Birth ? 


Was the purpose of the virgin birth of Christ in order 
that Jesus might be ‘bern free from the guilt of Adam’s 
original sin; so that, in dying, he endured death. for 
= he having no sin for which he would have to 

1e.f 

If this is true, how did the virgin birth free him 
from the “guilt of Adam’s first sin”? Does a child 
partake only of the nature of his father, and not at 
all of his mother, so that Christ being “conceived of 
the Holy Ghost” was born without the guilt of original 
sin, having no human father?—A New Jersey Reader. 

For perhaps fifty years I have constantly read with 
interest and helpfulness The Sunday School Times 
articles, though not always in entire accord with all 
that I read. 

I am now Writing simply to call your attention to 
an expression in the editorial “The Virgin Birth 
Throughout the Scriptures,” in The Sunday School 
Times of December 9, 1922, the implication of which, 
it seems to me, is illogical, not to say unscriptural, 
and may lead thoughtful young people to discredit 
some other things you write. 4 

You say: “This same sin of Malachi’s day is all too 
prevalent in our own, for when men deny the virgin 
birth of our Lord they make him the son of a human 
father, which would mean that he had original sin 
in him, and hence could not have been in God’s sight 
a spotless lamb, nor that Lamb who couid take away 
the sin of the world.” 

But he was the son of a human mother, and we are 
told, “The woman, being deceived, was in the trans- 
gression.” If you believe, as I think you do, that 
because of the sins of Adam and Eve all of their 
posterity have inbred sin, entailed from parent to 
child, then you must believe that the mother of Jesus 
was such; and what you say regarding a “human 
father” is unreasonable, I think—A Minnesota Reader. 


The statement in The Sunday School Times’ edi- 
torial connecting our Lord’s sinlessness with the fact 
of his virgin birth should not have been made. - It 
is true that Mary was by nature just as sinful as Jo- 
seph, therefore the parentage of a sinful . human 
mother could have transmitted -sin to the: child just 
as readily as the parentage of a sinful human father. 
But, though born of a sinful human mother, Jesus 
was without sin, always. 

It is evident from the Scriptures that the virgin 
birth had nothing to do with our Lord’s freedom 
from sin. God’s Word is clear in associating his 
sinlessness with the definite work of the Holy Spirit. 
This is seen by the significant force of the word 
“wherefore” in Luke 1:35. “And the angel answered 
and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Most High shall over- 
shadow thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is 
begotten shall be called the Son of God.” The whole 
work was miraculous, and by the power of the Holy 
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Spirit the Son of God in his earthly incarnation was 
preserved from the taint of human sin. same 
God who created.a for Adam and placed it in 
the Garden of Eden also created a body for His 
Son and placed it in the womb of the virgin, If sin 
could have been inherited by Christ at the ques- 
tion of one or two parents would have been quite 
immaterial. F 

This, however, is not to say that the doctrine of 
the virgin birth is unimportant. Indeed, it is vital 
to our faith. If Jesus had been begotten by J 
then he never could ascend the throne of his fat 
David, for in that case he would be not only of the 
house-of David (which of course he must be in order. 
to inherit the throne, but he would also, be a descend- . 
ant of. Coniah the son of Jeboiaiim, wiaoee seed are. 
forever inhibited from occupying t throne (com- 
pare Jer. 22: 24-30 with Jer. 23:5, 6). 2 : 

Those who would study more fully the vital_doc- 
trine_of the virgin birth of our.Lord Jesus Christ 
= find the following books and pamphlets valu- 
able: 

The Virgin Birth of Christ,” by James Orr (Charles 
Scribner’s. Sons, New York, $2). 4 

“The Destructive Denial, or Jesus not Joseph’s Son,” 
by R. E. Neighbour (Bible Truth Depot, Swengel, Pa., 
20 cents). : 

“Our Lord’s Virgin Birth and the Criticism of Today,” 


by R. J. Knowling (Society for Promoting Christian Know- 


ledge, London, 1s 6d., or Macmillan Company, New York). 
“The Virgin Birth: A Critical Examination,” by T. J. 
Thorburn (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
London, 2s 6d, or Macmillan Co.). ; 
“Does it Make Any Difference? or The Virgin Birth of 
Christ,” by I. M. Haldeman (Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, Philadelphia, 5 for 10 cents.) 








A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 














Offered in Brotherhood Meeting, March 3, 1907 


LESSED FATHER, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

our living and loving Saviour and Friend, we thank 

Thee for this new morning that comes to us with 
its call to seek Thee in thy house. We thank Thee we 
are once more with thee and with one another’ in our’,’ 
Father’s home. We thank Thee that thou dost meet, ? 
with us according to promise, and that thou hast taught .- 
us when we worship thee to say, “Our Father, who art, 
in heaven.” We thank Thee for the prayer that our. 
mothers taught us, and that. it has lost. none of its charm, — 
We thank Thee for the little sentences that seem’ the 
sweeter as the years go by... We thank Thee for this 
privilege of saying our mothers* prayer with one another, 
and for having brought back to us in the sunset of life 
the thoughts’ which as children we.loved to think, and 
the visions of what we intended to be. Some of us have, 
made sad work of our lives. The fair image of what we \ 
might have been has vanished, and our manhood lies * 
shattered and. torn before thee. We have broken our vows 
and marred thy handiwork. Oh, come to us and make . 
us ashamed of ourselves; and then, Father, pity and spare 
us, atid lift us up and turn us about to live a better life. 

We have to confess that we have sinned against a great 
light and a great love, and that we have turned away our 
eyes from the dear suffering Saviour who stood weeping 
over our folly as he weft over the multitudes in the days 
of his flesh, We would not listen to him, saying, “How 
often would I have taken you to my bosom; how often 
would I have touched your wounds, if you had but let 
me, and made them whole; how often would I have given 
you comfort whileethe blister of life still burned; how 
often would I have come for your healing, but ye would 
not.” 

Oh! blessed Son of God, we pray Thee that thou 
wilt forgive us for our neglect, for our folly, for our self- 
confidence, for our unwillingness to believe; and may the 
studies we are making out of thy Book, may the words 
of thy servant Paul, who is calling to us over and ovet 
again to put our trust in God, awaken us out of our 
sleep and rouse us from our indifference-and put us on 
our feet, and may strength be given us so that we shall 
stand in the faith that kept Abraham from staggering 
and made him the father of the faithful for all coming 
time, and may we walk in his footsteps in so far as he 
walked in thine. 

Oh! help us_now. Help us for our children’s sake, for 
our wives’ sake, for the sake of the people among whom 
we work, and whom we may influence for weal or woe. 
Help us to have faith and to stand as thy children on the 
promises of God. ’ 

Bless; O Lord, all the burdened, the perplexed, the 
bewildered, and especially come to the home where the 
shadow of death has fallen, and where the grave has been 
fresh dug. Bless every man who is striggling back to— 
a life of better things. Be with those who have no heart 
to come here. They. were once with us, but they have 
fallen by the way. .Give them the assurance of thy for- 
giving love, and may they rise and take heart again. 
O blessed God, take them by the hand and lead them 
somewhere into safety. This is our prayer. We say it 
with our eyes tipon the cross, upon Him who was nailed 
thereon, but who is.now at thy right hand to intercede for 
us, and who is waiting to give us strength to live our 
lives and do our work. Our trust is in his dear Name. 
Amen, 

we 


Have you neglected to study the Second Comin, 
because “it’s too deep”? Ford C. Ottman’s brief, 
clear studies in “The Coming Day” will: give you 
what you need. The book may be had from The 
Sunday Scheol Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cts., postpaid. 











Lesson for April 
“Genesis 12:1 to 26:8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 
. ad . r 
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Will the Jews Rebuild the Temple? 


Zionism loses another great leader in the death of Max Nordau 





‘ 





on foot has stirred the expectations of many 
Christians as to the probability of the rebuilding 
of the old Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. ' Many be- 
lieve such a rebuilding will take place, and that in 
this new Temple the ancient sacrifices will again be 
offered. During the last thirty years various rumors 
have been set afloat regarding this rebuilding, it be- 
ing reported again and again that the Jews had com- 
pleted plans prepared and were providing the mate- 
rials so that when the time came they would have 
nothing to do but bring these materials together and 
set them up. Toward the close of the last century, 
it was reported in various journals that beautiful 
marble columns: for the new Temple were being fash- 
ioned in Northern Italy, and that the bronze gates 
were already completed. It was also said at various 
._times that the Free Masons were to have a hand in 
this rebuilding, and that they, too, had much material 
prepared for this purpose. , 
All such reports may be set down as mere rumors, 
without any real foundation in fact. The Jews are 
not yet ready for rebuilding their Temple, though 
some far-seeing leaders are hoping to have a temple 
in the near future.. It has been reported from Jeru- 
salem that plans for a school for the training of 
priests in the sacrificial cult have been formed. The 
strict orthodox Jews want to be ready for such an 
event as the restoration of the Temple and sacrifices. 
The writer receives frequent inquiries about this 
whole question, and but one answer may be made: 
the Jews will rebuild the Temple, but there is no sign 
that they are anywhere preparing the materials of 
which it will be built. They do not possess the site, 
and the present Mosque of Omar, which occupies the 
very site of the ancient Temple, is guaranteed to the 
Moslems by the British Government and by Article 
13 of the Mandate under which Great Britain holds 
Palestine for the League of Nations. It is impos- 
sible to foretell how the Jews will secure posses- 
sion of this site, but when the providential time comes 
for rebuilding the Jewish Temple, the way to pos- 
sessing the site will be opened up. 


Where Scripture Foretells this Building 


KANSAS reader desirés to know on what Bibli- 
cal authority the idea of rebuilding the Temple 
is based. One may refer to the following passages 
as indicating that a temple will be in existence in the 
‘ very end of the times of the Gentiles, when the Jews 
are returning to their land, and when the last judg- 
ments of God are poured out upon them?’ Daniel 
8: 11-13; 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2: 
3, 4; Revelation 11:1, 2. Let the reader study these 
passages, and it will be seen that they all refer to the 
last times, to the days of the Antichrist, who makes 
a covenant with many Jews for seven years, then 
in the midst of it breaks his treaty and causes the 
sacrifices to ~-cease, which implies a rebuilt temple 
(Dan. 9:27.) This treaty will give the returned 
Jews in Palestine a national standing, and it is most 
likely that one. of the privileges granted by the Anti- 
christ will be that of rebuilding the Temple. This 
rebuilding may not be looked for, then, until the 
Antichrist appears and befriends the Jews. When it 
is said, in 2 Thessalonians 2: 4, that the coming Law- 
less One “sits in the temple of God,” it is evident 
that a new Temple must be in existence in Jerusalem 
in his time. 
we 


A Great Zionist Leader Gone 


D*® MAX NORDAU, one of the notable Jews of 
: the last helf century and one of the founders 
of the Zionist Movement,’ died in Paris, January 22. 
He was the author of the so-called “Basle Program” 
of the first Zionist Congress, which called for a defi- 
nite effort for the securing of Palestine as the home 
of the Jewish people. In earlier life he had been 
somewhat estranged from his own people, like Dr. 
Herzl, but the Zionist movement found in him a 
staunch champion of the nationalism of the Jews and 
a leader second only to Herzl himself. When Dr. 
Nordau espoused the cause of the Zionists, he lifted 
the movement to the plane of the practical and drew 
to it thousands of young Jews who had become 
strangers to Judaism and their people. His name, 
already well-known because of his writings, served 
to give a new dignity to the Zionist movement and 
to enlist the attention of men of affairs in the life 
and governments of Europe. 

Dr. Nordau was born in Budapest in 1849. He was 
of Spanish and Jewish descent. Possessed of a supe- 
rior mind, he became a linguist, critic, philosopher, 
and dramatist. His chief works were on sociologi- 


Tes actual return of the Jews to Palestine now 


cal lines. He startled the world by his “Degenera- 
tion” in 1893. Earlier he had written his “Conven- 
tional Lies of Civjlization,” also a philosophical “In- 
terpretation of History,” and many other works. At 
his funeral the blue and white Zionist flag covered 
the coffin, 


The Visit of Dr. Weizmann 


HEN the British Government during the World 
War stood in need of a powerful explosive, it 
turned to a professor of chemistry in Manchester, 
Dr. Chaim eizmann, who furnished the formula 
by which that terrible force, TNT, is produced. When 
he was asked latef what his reward should be, this 
Zionist Jew answered, “Palestine for my people.” 
Not in just those words, but he desired only that the 
British Government would favor the securing of 
Palestine for the Jewish people. His reward came 
when the Balfour Declaration was issued, November 
2, 1917, and when the British army took Jerusalem 
in the next month. . ae * 
It is this Jew, now President of the World Zionist 
Organization, the recognized Jewish agency with 
which the Palestinian Government deals, under the 
Mandate, who now comes to this country, arriving 
March 3, to lead in a great campaign for two million 
dollars for the Palestine Foundation Fund. This 
fund is of the greatest importance for the material 
development of Palestine. It transmits the funds by 
means of which the immigrants are cared for, it sus- 
tains the Jewish school. system, and it supports over 
thirty agricultural colonies besides the Jewish medi- 
cal and sanitary units of Palestine. The Zionists have 
sought to organize American Jewry for the raising 
of this fund, three thousand workers having been 
mobilized for the effort in New York City. 


Picturing the Land of Israel 


i Jewish Chronicle (London) issued a special 
supplement with its issue of February 23 on “The 
Land of Israel,” consisting of twelve pages, and illus- 
trated with thirty striking views of personalities and 
scenes in the Holy Land. These photographic views 
are a distinct revelation of the wonderful activity 
and development going on in Palestine. They dis- 
play the new Jewish life in the ancient land, showing 
building operations, village and city streets, schools, 
hospitals, the pioneers at work transforming the land, 
children at play, in school or living their health-giv- 
ing outdoor life on the farms, and the like. The 
picture, “A Farmyard at Dagania,” with its substan- 
tial home, neat yard, and strong stone and iron fences, 








A six-story modern flour and grist mill was completed 
in Haifa in 1922 by Baron Rothschild. 


Jerusalem is soon to have a modern hotel of five hundred 
rooms and two hundred baths, to be built by Mr. Barsky, 
proprietor of the Hotel Allenby. 


The manufacture of furniture and cabinets is now carried 
on by the Danish American Woodworking Company; em- 
ploying one hundred men, in Jerusalem. 


The Moslem Supreme Céuncil of Palestine has decided 
to open near the Mosque of Omar a big Arabic National 
Library, which will contain a large collection of ancient 
Arabic literature. 


The bank of the Brandeis group in Palestine has already 
advanced seventy thousand pounds to building societies in 
Palestine. A hundred and fifty Jewish houses are being 
built in Jerusalem with the aid of this bank. 


During the month of January 1,022 Jews were admitted 
into Palestine. February will probably show a much larger 
increase, as 520 Jewish- men, women and children were 
landed in one day. Of these 200 were young men and 
women pioneers. 


Herod Street in Jerusalem has been renamed. Hereafter 
it will be known as Bezalel Street. The alteration in the 
name is the result of the protest of Professor Shatz of the 
Bezalel School. The Jewish professor is against any further 
advertisement of despotic King Herod. 


The first power station in connection with the elec 
trification of Palestine has just been completed at Tel- 
Aviv. The Auja River, north of Jaffa, is being utilized to 
furnish the power. Baron Edmond de Rothschild of Paris 
has subscribed $5,000,000 to the Rutenberg Concession for 
the electrification of Palestine and the harnessing of the 
Jordan. 


The first lecture given in the new Hebrew University 
at Jerusalem was delivered at the Hebrew University 
House on Moat Scopus, February 7, by Professor Albert 
Einstein, on his theory of relativity. He began in Hebrew 
and continued in French. Sir Herbert Samuel, the High 
Comtaissioner, thanked the Professor for his work in the 
interests of humanity. He added: “It is a good sign 
for the Hebrew University that the first lecture is de- 
livered by the greatest physicist in the world.” 


By Thomas M. Chalmers 


is certainly a great contrast to the Oriental farm- 
steads, so ugly and filthy, found in native villages 
all over Palestine. 

The articles in this supplement are: “Jews as Agri- 
culturalists,” “Economic Conditions and Prospects,” 
“Foreign Trade,” “She” (on the part of women in 
building the new Palestine), “The Importance of the 
Hebrew Revival,” “The Financing of the Country,” 
“The Foundation Fund,” and “The Restoration of 
Sacred Sacrifices.” The last article, by Rabbi Dr. 
B. Salomon, pleads for the spiritual interpretation of 
the idea of sacrifice, and so is opposed to the pro- 
osal to reintroduce the system of sacrifice. |The 
issue of the Jewish Chronicle containing this sifpple- 
ment may be obtained from the office of that journal, 
2 Finsbury Square, London, E. C. 2, Eng. Price, fif- 
teen cents. is 


Industrial Palestine 


N ARTICLE in the New Palestine for March 2, 
by Solomon Ulmer, a Jewish merchant of Cleve- 
land, gives his impressions after a recent extensive 
tour in Palestine. He is enthusiastic over the pros- 
pects for the permanent upbuilding of the Holy Land. 

e writes: 

“The Jewish world wants to learn first about the 
possibilities of Palestine. Is Palestine a country that 
invites immigrants? Can it absorb them? Have 
newcomers a chance of ‘existence and of a future? 
What opportunity has the man of small means either 
as a tradesman or as a colonist and agriculturist? 
Who should and who should not come to Palestine? 
That all of these questions be answered clearly and 
distinctly is of vital importance.” : 

Mr. Ulmer sets out to answer these questions, and 
Sunday School Times readers will be glad for some 
of the facts which he gives. 

“First: Palestine. invites healthy and able-bodied 
young men and women, and, for the present, can ab- 
sorb as many of them as can enter under the present 
restrictions. The Chaluz (pioneer) type of immi- 
grant is given food and shelter until he can work for 
himself. If he (or she) is unable to find work in the 
continually growing industries, he is employed by the 
government in building roads, at thirty piasters a day, 
or about $1.20. This is sufficient to keep a single 
adult in food, clothes, and shelter. 

“Apart from this form of employment, labor is 
readily absorbed by the industries of Palestine, which 
are in a continual state of expansion and growth. 
There are shops and factories of various kinds, foun- 
dries, and the like, some firmly established, others 
just starting. Skilled labor is in good demand, at a 
fair wage. Moreover; the arrival of immigrants has 
increased the call for houses. Skilled and common 
labor for this industry is in great demand. 

“Further: the man of some means, who can em- 
bark in some manufacturing enterprise, will find ex- 
cellent opportunities. It must be remembered that 
clothing, shoes, iron and brass articles, textiles, and 
other goods that are used in Oriental countries, all 
have to be imported from England, Italy, Austria, 
and Germany.. If the proper financing is prév‘ded, all 
these commodities can be produced in Palestine. The 
cheaper labor that exists there can be used to great 
advantage in competing with European countries in 
supplying the large territories adjacent to and border- 
ing on Palestine. Syria, Mesopotamia, Persia, Arabia. 
can all be exploited by an intelligent and aggressive in- 
dustry.” 


Jewish Missions Increasingly Fruitful 


T?2 MANY observers who yet do not have full 
acquaintance with the facts, the results of mis- 
sion efforts among the Jews seem small. These do 
not take account of the circumstances of Jewish mis- 
sion work. It is not possible, for various reasons, to 
organize the converts into separate congregations, 
and thus missions to Jews are unable to “show off” 
their converts. Those who accept Christ from among 
Israel are driven from their homes in too many cases, 
and seek the fellowship. of Gentile churches, where 
they are lost to view. The present writer, over 
twenty years ago, showed by actual study of -this 
question that the Jewish mission field is the most 
fruitful field of modern times. Now comes the Rev. 
Samuel H. Wilkinson, Director of the Mildmay Mis- 
sion to the Jews, to say in his organ Trusting and 
Toiling the following words: 

“We still wait in evangelistic effort among the 
Jews for the ‘showers of blessing.’ Surely they can- 
not be much longer delayed. The prayer, the burden, 
the sense of need, the expectation of faith has be- 
gotten in us a confidence that even in the midst of 
growing difficulties and oppositions and deepening 
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apostasies, we are to see by the Holy Spirit's mighty 
power, a great insweep of Jewish. souls. e wait 
and pray on: but in the meantime there are the drop- 
ings. The average of cases, of Jews and Jewesses 
turning to God through repentance and faith in the 
Lord Jesus is perhaps higher than ever before. We 
trust that this is the case not only in the “Mildmay 
Mission to the Jews, but everywhere and in all Jew- 
ish missionary organizations. One by one, one by 
one, they are being gathered in; one of a city and 
two of a family.” 
New York Ciry. 
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Solo Accompaniment 


1. Introductory. 

2. Important Points. 

. The relation of the accompanist to the Gospel 
soloist, 


F A complete record could be made of the thous- 

ands of people led into Christian life through the 
message of the Gospel soloist, what an array there 
would be! Many people are unapproachable through 
a sermon or address, but they are susceptible to the 
influence of the Gospel message in song. How often 
has one listened to a Gospel solo rendered by a con- 


secrated soloist and been lifted to the very gates of - 


heaven by the song. The credit for the exquisite 
performance is usually bestowed on the soloist. The 
accompanist is forgotten very often, although in many 
an instance it was the superb accompaniment that 
made possible the beautiful solo. If it is possible 
for the pianist to mar the effect of the song service 
in chorus accompaniment, how much greater is the 
possibility of rendering ineffective the work of the 
Gospel soloist? A mere casual consideration of this 
possibility emphasizes the need of real efficiency in 
solo accompaniment. 

2. We have seen that a Gospel song accompanist 
has a far greater résponsibility’ than -most people im- 
agine. There is a wide difference between one who 
is an.accompanist and knows. how, and one ,who 
merely plays an accompanimertt. The mere. fact of 
playing an accompaniment does not. make an ac- 
companist. Many think an accompaniment “doesn’t 
amount to. much,” but is Something which “must. be 
there”; therefore it happens that the accompaniment 
is treated. lightly, when it really is as important a 
part-of a performance as the solo. 

A fine piano soloist does not always make a good 
solo accompanist because in his solo work he has 
everything his own way, and individualizes his solos 
according to his moods; but if he attempts to play 
a solo accompaniment he must adapt himself to the 
moods and whims of the soloist. 

(1) To accompany satisfactorily one must have, 
first of all, good technique, for natural ability in ac- 
companiment cannot develop without good technique, 
Without it, few accompaniments would be possible. 
Increasing power of execution does not necessarily 
bring with it’ increasing ability to accompany well. 
There are many excellent pianists who could prob- 
ably play through an entire program without. mis- 
takes, but the performance would be uninteresting as 
a whole, because they are unable to put themselves 
into the mood of the soloist, but think only of their 
own individual part. 

(2) The satisfactory Gospel 
must be a good sight reader, 

(3) A soloist sometimes wishes to get a different 
effect than the one the composer intended, or wishes 
to phrase a passage differently. That is the soloist’s 
privilege, and the accompanist must feel the change, 
and give the soloist the proper support for such a 
change. In Gospel song a knowledge of the text is 
very important, and as it is the singer’s business to 
impart to the audience the meaning and message of 
the Gospel song, so it is the business of the accom- 
panist to help out the message by knowing what it is 
all about. 

(4) Transposing is an essential part of the equip- 
ment of a Gospel song accompanist. This subject 
is fully dealt with in subsequent studies. Right here 
let it be understood that transposition plays a far 
greater part in successful solo work than the average 
sacred musician realizes, 

(5) Interpretation is a vital factor in successful 
solo work—not merely on the part of the soloist 
but equally on the part of the accompanist. To play 


song accompanist 


an accompaniment just as written cannot be as ef- 
fective as the individual interpretation of the per- 
former, who, of course, must have some liberty in 
the matter, just as a soloist individualizes his per- 
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formance. Often a song sounds thin. Then one 
should add fuller chords or octaves to strengthen it. 
Songs havirig matty verses alike would become mon- 
otonous ‘unless the accompaniment was changed to’ a 
certain degree. But this must be cleverly done, so as 
to improve_and not cheapen it. An accompanist must 
be able to cover up any mistakes on the part of the 
soloist — such things as the soloist beginning too soon, 


or leaving out a measure or two, are of frequent oc- - 


currence, and the accompanist ‘should be able to go 
on without letting the audience detect that anything 
is wrong. Accompanists are. not expected to play 
from memory, although it is a tecided help to the 
accompanist if he has a good memory, and can play 


‘without the music, particularly in the case of those 


compositions which are in frequent use. 

_ A type of song which is difficult for the accompan- 
ist is that in which the accompaniment follows. the 
melody continually. Here the accompanist must listen 
and anticipate the singer, so'‘that every note of the 
accompaniment exactly coincides with that of the 
singer. Often this is difficult to do. The accompan- 
ist often sets the tempo and establishes the movement 
of a song before the singer commences. Even when 
the introduction is short, if the accompaniment in the 
following measures is not taken with just the right 
nuance, the right tempo, and the right swing at the 
start the singer is hopelessly handicapped. ie 


(6) A good knowledge of pitch is indispensable. 
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Activities of angels, good and bad, and of 








What the Bible Tells Us of Heaven 


MARCH 24, 1923, 


Often the accompanist encounters a singer who has 
eat difficulty in taking the right pitch at the open- 
of the song and in some difficult passages. He 
must therefore be ever ready to suggest the note 
when this is possible by conphesistag in the accom- 
paniment what will give thé insecure singer the ctie. 
S Pitch is discus in a practical and exhaustive 
manner in later studies, 

3. The relation of the accompanist to the Gospel 
soloist—The accompaniment bears a threefold rela- 
tionship to the soloist. gos 

(1) It should at times explain in musical phrases 
the melody of the voice. Gospel song accompaniment 
in so far as it. thus gives a musical interpretation of 
the melody being sung must have the effect of sup- 
porting and strengthening the soloist. ‘ 

.(2) At other times the accompaniment will take 
up the vocal melody, thus combining more intimately 
with the vocal part. But it must not make itself in- 
trusively prominent. Tt 

(3) The accompaniment may illustrate in an in- 
dependent manner the meaning of the words. Such 
an accompaniment can only be used where the soloist 
is absolutely dependable. The difficulty in accom- 
patiying some singers is that they are so unacquainted 
with the song that without the incessant playing of 
the melody they are liable to collapse and failure. 

Los ANGELES, CAL, : 
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God took to heaven the only son of a man who had been an active church worker, but the father rebelled, and now 
he never darkens the door of a church. But should he not have sought to learn the lesson of that chastisement, as 
the writer of this article did when God called her little daughter Home ? It sent her to the Book to learn of the 


(Concluded from last week) 


HE Activities of God.—We are told that in the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth, 
the sun, the moon, and the stars, and set them 
all in order; and then he created man. But .before 
he created man, he provided for his every need, the 
beautiful Garden of Eden for a home, and all kinds 
of fruit for ffourishment. And not content with having 
provided for all his physical needs, God, himself,came in 


the cool of the evening to walk and talk with him, Even 


after Adam and Eve had sinned and been compelled 
to leave the Garden of Eden, we find that God still 
walked and talked with men. He called Abraham to 
leave his native country and go into an unknown 
land; he judged and sentenced Cain; he directed 
Noah how to save-himself and his family by prepar- 
ing the ark. He gave Moses directions for his life 
work, speaking to him from the burning bush, 

The Activities of Angels—In Genesis 18: 1-33; we 
see that not only Jehovah but also “two men” came 
to warn Abraham of the destruction of Sodom, and 
that while Jehovah stays and talks to Abraham, the 
two men go on to warn .Lot, Abraham’s nephew, who 
lives in Sodom. In 1 Kings 19:5, 6 we see Elijah 
being fed by an angel. In-Luke 1:11, an angel an- 
nounces to Zacharias that he shall have a son, and 
when Zacharias doubts him he says in gteat majesty, 
“IT am Gabriel that stand in the presence of God, 
and I was sent to speak unto thee and to bring thee 
these good tidings.” In Luke 1: 26-38 the same Ga- 
briel is sent to Mary to announce to her the coming 
of Jesus. Many other examples could be mentioried 
of the angels of heaven being used to do service to 
men, but these suffice. 

Activities of Satan.—In the first three chapters of 
Job we see that Satan has a stated program of “walk- 
ing to and fro upon the earth.” We are told that 
when the sons of God came to present themselves be- 
fore God, Satan came also. Then follows the ac- 


count of how God permitted Satan to try Job. 


Instances of What Men Have Done—In Mark 
9g: 2-8, we see Moses and Elias coming back from 
the eternal shores to comfort Jesus. 

In Luke 15: 19-31, Jesus tells the story of the rich 
man and Lazarus. In this story he plainly shows 
that after the strife of this life the weary are 
comforted, and that the work of comforting and 
soothing poor sick Lazarus was given to Abraham. 

There is Rest in Heaven for the Weary—lIn this 
reference Lazarus was comforted in - Abraham’s 
bosom. In Revelation 7: 15-17 it is said, “And he that 
sitteth on the throne shall spread his tabernacle over 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any 
heat: for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne 
shall be their shepherd, and shal] guide them to foun- 
tains of waters of life: and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.” 3 

There are Times of Joy and Rejoicing in Heaven.— 
In Revelation 7:9 we see a great multitude which no 


wonderful life beyond the grave. 
m 


‘troubled; believe in’ God, believe also in: me 


man ‘could number —arrayed in white and havi 
palms in their hands, shouting and praising God. 
Revelation ‘5: 8, 9, the twenty-four elders are. seem fo 
have harps and to sing their praises to the Lamb. 


Heaven as a Place—After Jesus had broken‘ ‘the 
news to the disciples that he must go away and Jeave 
them, he immediatély tried to’ comfort them by tell- 
ing them (in John Y6:1), “Let ‘not ‘your beach Mm 
n° my 
Father's house are many mansions.” ‘My dictionary 
says that the word mansion means a large’ or -hand- 
some dwelling. Then Jesus continues. comforting 
them with the assurance, “I go to prepare a place for 
you.” ~Heaven, therefore, is a place of handsome 
dwellings.’ : ta 

Isaiah tells us: in 6:1, “I saw the Lord sitting upon 
a. throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the 
templé.” ft 

When. John saw the -great multitude in heavén, 
which no man could number, and inquired who they 
were, one of the inhabitants replied, “These are «they 
that come out of the great. tribulation, and they 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God; and they serve him day and night in his 
temple.” 

Going back to Isaiah 6:1, we find that this temple 
is the throne-room where Jehovah: Sits in majesty. 
“And I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. And above 
him stood the seraphim; each had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And they cry 
one to another and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah 
of Hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” - 

Revelation 16:17 says, “And the seventh poured 
out his bowl upon the air; and there came forth a 
great voice out of the temple, from the throne.” 

And again in Revelation 4:2 we read “.. . and be- 
hold, there was a throne set in heaven, and One sit- 
ting on the throne; and he that sat was to look upon 
like a jasper-stone and as a sardius; and there was a 
rainbow round about the throne, like an emerald to 
look upon.”» That great throne-room scene goes on 
through chapters 4, 5, and 6. 

There is a great sea (chapter 4:6) whose waters 
are said to be as clear as crystal; and we are told in 
15:2 that the sea looked like glass mingled with fire. 
If we pause for a moment and think of the extent 
of an earthly sea stretching away for thousands of 
miles, it may perhaps enlarge our conception of 
heaven. Beside this sea, too, are other multitudes 
of happy people; singing their praises to God. 

The temple and throne of God seem to be the cen- 
ter of heaven, for not only does the great sea ex- 
tend away from in front of the throne, but we are 
told, in chapter 22, that a great river of water pro- 
ceeds out of the throne and flows through the midst 
of the streets of the city and out between the trees 
of Life. Some of us who do not live in a fruit 
country think it would be fine to live where the trees 
yield one kind of fruit once a year; but think of trees 
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Lesson for April 


8 
"Genesis 12:1 to 25:8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 


that bear twelve manners of fruit and yield their . 


fruit every month! Then the leaves are for the heal- 
ing of the world-weary nations. 

The Waters of Life-—Many people have hunted 
for the fountain of youth, but there is only one coun- 
try that has such a fountain; and that is heaven. All 
the waters of heaven are spoken of as giving life to 
those who dri In Revelation 7:17 we read of a 
fountain, throwing its gem-like waters into the air, 
whose waters are called “living.” 

In Revelation 22:17 we read, “. . . for the Lamb 
that is in the midst of the throne shall be their shep- 
herd, and shall guide therh unto fountains of waters 
of life.” ; 

There are Musical Instruments in Heaven.—Trum- 

are spoken of in Revelation 8:6, and harps in 

elation 15: 2-4: “And I saw as it were, a sea of 
glass mingled with fire; and them that came off vic- 
torious from the beast, and from his image, and from 
the number of his name, standing by the sea of glass, 
having harps of God. And they sing the song of 
Moses, the servant 6f God, and the song of the Lamb 
...” And again (Rev. 14:2, 3), “And I heard a 
voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of great thunder [sounds like a big pipe 


organ?], and the voice of harpers harping with ,their ~ 
Gates: K they sing a new song before the throne.” 


There is a Great Choir in Heaven—Revelation 5: 
9-12 runs, “And they sing a new song, saying, Worthy 
art thou to take the book and to open the seals thereof 

. . And I saw, and I heard a voicé of many angels 
, .. and the number of them was ten thousand times 
‘ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying 
‘with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been 
slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing.” 

The Holiday Throng.—There are great crowds of 
‘happy people, arrayed in white and having palms 


(symbols of victory) in their hands—a gala crowd, 
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rejoicing and praising God for bringing them to this 
happy place (Rev. 7:9, 10), ' 

There is an Invitation for All.—Revelation 22:17 
invites us: “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And he that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that 
will, let him take of the water of life freely.” 

Ponsrorp, MINN. 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 











Aad the hand of the Lord was with them (Acts 
11:21). 


So WRITES Luke describing the scattered Chris- 
tians after the martyrdom of Stephen at the hands 
(they threw stones, elithoboloun, Acts 7:58) of the 
Jews, and’a great number turned to the Lord follow- 
ing their preaching. In Acts 26:16, 21 Paul develops 
a similar contrast by the use of two verbs based on 
the same root, cheir, “hand,” which place in opposition 
man’s evil designings and God’s beneficent plans. 
The Jews, Paul recounts after his conversion, “caught 
me in the Temple and tried to lay violent hands upon 
me,” diacheirasthai, But Jesus himself manifested 
himself to him, saying (v. 6): “I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose, to shape thee by my hand Ipro- 
cheirisasthai] as a minister and witness both of these 


‘things which thou hast seen, and of those things in 


the which I will appear unto thee, delivering thee 
from the people, and from the Gentiles.” Paul was 
hand-made, the choice production of the great’ Artif- 
icer, and human hand could not injure him until the 
time of his service was ended. 
New Hampton, N. H. 
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Lost growth and service, and 
ways to give life 








of Working That Work 


Edited by Hugh Cork Wyrsinaty'Schoot Times 








T FOURTEEN years of age, after a heart- 
searching Sunday-school lesson and a convinc- 
ing sermon one Sunday a deep conviction of 

sin fell upon me, and how I longed for some one to 

talk with me about Christ alone. But characteristic 
of a red-blooded fourteen-year-old boy I kept all this 
to myself, 

The load was there and did not lift for three years. 
As our Sunday-school class changed teachers each 
year, three teachers were given a good opportunity of 
bringing at least one boy into the Kingdom. [ still 
longed for some one to help me. Each of these three 
teachers came forth to meet that noisy class of boys 
many times “with weeping, bearing precious seed,” 
and if they had, realized they could have “pome again, 
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them.” 

I wanted to take Christ as my Saviour, but how 
to do it-I did not know. There were times when I 
longed to die if there was to be no relief. Was 
there no indication about me that I wanted to be 
saved? 

One afternoon after Sunday-school a dear old man 
of the church, “Father Rogers,” and I walked along 
gthe country road together, and not being able to con- 
tain myself longer I broke down and opened my heart 
to him. After a few words quoted from the Book 
we knelt together in prayer and there came into my 
soul a wonderful peace. What had seemed so clouded 
now seemed so clear. 

The sad part of this is that wanting to accept 
Christ, it took three Sunday-school teachers and one 
church officer three years to put the transaction over, 
when the first teacher could have closed the deal in 
five minutes and saved me much worry, with three 
years’ more growth and saved the church the loss in 
me of three years’ service. 

Teacher, have you had confidential talks with your 
pupils? Have you prayed that your lessons may be 
not only Spirit-filled but that the Spirit may indicate 
to whom you should speak, where you should go, and 
what you should say? Oh, teacher! Ever keep in 
mind “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars for ewer and ever.”—Hugh 
Cork, : 

we 


Have You a Definite Plan for 
Spiritual Growth ? 


HE teacher of a class which was wide-awake 
spiritually was once asked how he managed to 
arouse every one to his responsibility. “By having a 
definite working program for spiritual growth,” was 
his immediate reply: Upon being urged to explain fur- 
ther, he told how every member in his class had been 


brought face to face with the question of his soul’s 
salvation. 

“A few of us in the class who were Christians hit 
on the plan of praying at a definite time every day 
for the members who were as yet out of the kingdom. 
We made our petitions very definite and earnest. 
Got must have known precisely what we were praying 
about, because in every instance but one he sent the 
result. We are still praying definitely for that mem- 
ber, and we have all the rest praying for him too. 
It’s only a question of a little time till we have that 
ach to be desired thing, ‘an every member Christian 
class. 

“We realized that the only way to make proper 
spiritual growth is to take regular nourishment from 
the Word of God. That led to a few of us forming a 
‘Read Your Bible Club.’ A verse in the morning and 
at least a chapter at night was our program. We have 
kept this up until the habit has become fixed. Our 
spiritual meals are just as much a part of the day’s 
program now as our physical ones. For a season we 
prayed definitely that other members of the class be 
aroused to the importance of regular Bible reading. 
We followed up our praying with earnest appeals, 
with the result that in time most all the members 
joined our ‘Read Your Bible Club.’ 

“Work, along the line of evangelization and in- 
creased spiritual life is more’ efficient for having a 
definite plan. Things that are to be done some time 
instead of at a definiie time are most likely not to be 
done at all. By having a definite time for prayers we 
have the additional inspiration that always comes 
from numbers. Each -feels that his petition may be 
feeble in itself, but that it is part of the chain of 
prayers that is going up to the throne of God from 
this particular class for some very specific person or 
cause! This also brings out the importance of each 
individual prayer, for surely the strength of the chain 
depends on the strength of the individual links. 

“The next definite stand we intend to take in spjr- 
itual growth is to make it a point to speak of Christ 
or some phase of his work to some one every day. 
This seems so simple and yet, if the question was put 
to the average class how many could say that no day 
goes by without the members speaking of Christ? 

é€ are going to take definite action along this line 
because we realize the importance of making religion 
more and more an everyday thing. It may seem 
awkward at first because we are not used to talking 
familiarly to our friends of the affairs of the King- 
dom, but practise will soon straighten that out. Once 
the habit is established it will be as easy to talk about 
Christ as about politics. Here again the value of 
sticking to a definite plan in: spiritual growth and effic- 
iency becomes apparent.” 

Any class can work out for itself a definite plan 
for spiritual growth. If at first only a few respond 





189 


get right down to definite business with the few. If 
those few are in earnest more will soon respond. 
Pray for definite things at definite times, and keep 
on indefinitely if the answer is not immediately forth- 
coming.—Alice Crowell Hoffman, York, Pa, 


. 
Action in Teaching the Lesson 
M* CLASS of wide-awake Junior boys always 
wanted something to do in Sunday-school. 
With activity came real thought, and the lesson in 
action was made to stick. 

It kept me awake nights to think of new ways to 
make the lessons mean something to them, for they 
were the up-to-the-minute kind of boys that had no 
use for “poll parrot” questions and answers. 

We always had the map.of Palestine on one black- 
board’ (we were fortunate enough to have two black- 
boards in our class-room), and each Sunday the boys 
located the places mentioned in the lesson and placed 
them on the map. 

_ They had been drawing maps of Palestine in Christ's 
time, with the principal rivers, lakes, and cities, so 
they’ could almost draw it with their eyes shut; but 
I had to invent some method of action each week to 
keep the interest .up. 

This is how we worked out one lesson. It was 
the lesson on the Faith chapter in Hebrews, the “Ha!l 
of Fame of the Bible,” as some one has aptly called 
it. . 
I had a ladder drawn on the board, and as we 
talked of each hero, beginning with Abei, one boy 
placed the name on a rung of our ladder with his 
chief characteristic. On the top and the bottom rung 
we placed the name of Jesus Christ, as the author 
and finisher of our faith. 


Jesus 





Redeemer 
(Eighteen Other 
Rungs) 
Abel 
Righteous 








Jesus 


Author and Finisher 
of our Faith 











Another scheme we had was a game made from the 
books of the Bible. 

We had been learning the books of the Bible for- 
ward, backward, and in groups; also we could say all 
the books backwards beginning at Revelation. We 
knew the principal fact about each book afd about 
each group. We had tests to see who could turn most 
quickly to any book I called for. Then I made this 
mee I typed the names of all the books of the 

ible and pasted them on cardboard slips, one by 
three inches, and our game was ready. They each 
drew five cards and placed the rest face downward 
on the table. Then the first player called for one 
book of some one. If the boy from whom he “called” 
the book, had it he could not give the book up until 
the one calling for it had “bounded” the book, that 
is, told what book preceded and which followed it, 
and to what group it belonged. If he got the book, 
but made a mistake in bounding it, the one correcting 
took the book from him. If he did not get what he 
called for, he drew from the pile on the table and 
the next boy called. The object of the game was to 
complete groups of books. The groups of five books 
counted ten and the groups of twelve counted twenty- 
five, the one getting the largest count winning the 
game.—-Mabelle E. Phillips, Tioga Center, N. Y. - 


we 
Do You Get Back to the Lesson ? 


HE lesson hour is a busy one. But after the 

opening remarks the lesson is often forgotten. 
From one thing the conversation leads on to another. 
It may have started with the lesson and ended up 
with the local church debt or a political campaign. 
Too many teachers allow it to go on under the im- 
pression that they are keeping the class interested. 

The main task of a teacher is not to keep a lively 
discussion in the class. It is to keep a discussion alive 
that teaches the lesson. The good teacher is not 
alone a starter but a guide for all the remarks, keep- 
ing them in the proper channels and lending a per- 
sonal emphasis to the points which are necessary to 
the subject at hand. The wise teacher recognizes the 
discussion which is not germane to the subject and 
does not hesitate to suggest that the class get back to 
the lesson. 

There is always one leading point to be brought 
out in each lesson. When the teacher has decided 
what that point is then he is ready to build up his 
plan for instruction. All other points are subsidiary 
to it. It is good practise for the teacher to analyze a 
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few-of the minister’s sermons to see how this con- 
struction is devel The minister has one lesson 
he wants to present by the’sermon. There are ‘sev- 
eral points under it; but they all suppott the main 
argument rather than running contrary to it or paral- 
lel to it. 

Perhaps the lesson is on the love of God as shown 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son, The one thing wo 
be taught is the constant and abiding love of God as 
‘the Heavenly Father. It is analyzed in this way: 


Tue Apsipinc Love or Gop 


1. The son is inconstant. Leaves home. 
is characteristic of the human race. 

2. Result of instability of son leads to trouble and 
distress. All human ills thus caused.’ Heavenly 
Father watches grieved while the son is’ led to the 
lowest of lives —association with swineherds. . 

3. Son comes to himself. Note that the father’s 
attitude has been constant and right. Son realizes 
this, returns home. 


The son 


Receives a joyous welcome. 
~ 
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In this outline there is plenty of opportunity for 
discussion of historical and 1 experiences, 

~ they could.alltead back to the minor point,’and hence 
back to the main lesson. The teacher that has the tes- 
son in.outline will be able to control the discussion. 
He can even suggest to a pupil that a certain illus- 
tration be heid until the next point, which it will 
illustrate better. 

The wise teacher is not afraid of repetition to make 
a lasting impression with the lesson. — Repetition of 
the one point during the lesson will help to make it 
impressive. That is sound pedagogy. Susanna Wes- 
ley, the mother of John and Charles, weil illustrates 
it in her own experience. . 

“Why do Sp tell your. children that same thing 
twenty times?” asked a neighbor. 

“Because nineteen times are not enough,” answered 
that wise woman. 

The big thing is so to teach the lesson that when 
the hour is over the -pupi! will have had something 
more than an interesting time—William H. Leach, 
Alden, N. ¥ , 






In the light of which the “Kenosis” 
must be studied 






Our Lord’s Abiding Fulness of the Spirit 
By the Rev. John Pearce Clark, M.A. 





This article concludes the series of, three studies on the Kenosis, the Self-Emptying of our Lord (Phil. 2: 7), be- 


gun in the March 10 issue of 
the Rev. W. H. Griffit 


he Sunday School Times and preceded 
h Thomas, D.D., entitled ‘Of What Did our 


Rosand te he 
Empty Himself >”? 


larch 2 issue by 


The writer, Mr, 


Clark, is a well-known British minister. 


what Jesus was or did, or said, is never attributed 

by Scripture, whether Old Testament or New, to 
his Deity, but always to the unmeasured and abiding 
fulness of the Spirit. 
is most emphatic when his Deity shines clearest, and 
above all in his own account of himself. This un- 
broken testimony takes one of two forms—now the 
positive, dealing with the life-energy received; and 
now the negative, stressing the how of that reception: 
that it is by the perfect trust of the self-emptied 
Servant. 

Consider how amazing this Fact — how natural the 
exact opposite! Up to a comparatively few. years 
ago, rare indeed was the believer who did not ac- 
count for all on the ground that Jesus was God. Yet 
this is what the All-inspiring Spirit, the Supreme 
Witness to his Deity, never does! There must be 
some sufficient reason for this, one weighty beyond 
human computation, - 

Now a very glory-shaft breaks from it when we 
regard it as God’s chosen way of approach to certain 
central questions —e. g., the authority of Scripture; 
our Lord’s Humanity; and his Deity. It is then seen 
as the Beautiful Gate of the Temple of Revelation, 
entering which we discover new viewpoints that give 
us the right perspectives of truth. Still better — 
when in this Beautiful Gate we recognize our Lord 
himself, as we hear him say, “I, the Lord of the 
Kenosis, the once Self-emptied ‘One, the lowly Man 
of Faith—I am THE Way into these mystertes of 
the Kingdom.” ° 

Entering this Temple of Eternal Truth, three things 
move and possess and overpower — the sense of cer- 
tainty, authority, and Divine majesty. Once _per- 
chance we were befooled by confident and oft-re- 
peated assertions that our Lord’s Kenosis left him 
open to error on matters of science and history; but 
here the thought is instantly spurned as impossible 
and infinitely unworthy. Was he not perfect in all 
his ways—as perfect as Prophet as he was as Atoning 
Priest, and as he will be as King? Was not his every 
word so given him that it was not he that spake, 
but the Spirit of his Father dwelling in him? If, as 
man, he did not know whereof he spake, the Spirit 
knew, and the Father knew. Listening to him thus 
we hear in his voice the utterance of the Holy Trin- 
ity. Hence the peace of perfect certainty, and a 
heart bowed in awe and worship in presence of abso- 
lute authority, and infinite majesty. Now we know 
that no so-called truth that contradicts him can be 
truth— but énly error: now we have an acid-test of 
universal ultimate truth that is of universal applica- 
tion. 

And, should the feeling still cling as by force of 
habit, that the Old Testament is not entirely trust- 
worthy, our remedy is simple. On the one hand we 
have only to take time and prayerful pains to keep 
the sublime reality of the Kenosis ever in view — the 
abiding fulness of the Spirit as well as the perfection 
of his Self-emptying and trust; and on the other 
to maintain a thorough acquaintance with his mul- 
tiplied and decisive endorsements of the whole of the 
Old Testament as that “which cannot be broken.” 
In doing th's we must take nothing for granted, but 
we verify every reference with scholarly and rev- 
erent exactness. 

No honest man can follow this line for long and 
not gain certainty and peace, courage and gladness. 


|‘ THE first article we saw~a great fact — that 


Further, that this attribution. 


Oh, the liberty that comes by intelligent, wholesouled 
acknowledgment of our Prophet as indeed infallible 
—that as the perfect mouthpiece of the Father 
through the Spirit, his claim to our absolute loyalty 
as listeners is undeniable! Henceforth for us “to 
doubt will be disloyalty, to falter will be sin.” Let 
them who will miscal] us “obscurantist”; we know. 
that that name, and others far more serious, will be 
branded indelibly on every one who refuses to hear 
our Supreme Prophet, Heaven’s Last Word to man. 
Yes, we know that no word that opposes his can ever 
be established as ultimate truth. 

I speak from experience. Not so very long ago 
I woke up to see that, despite my strong objection 
to these modetn views — objection firmly based on 
undeniable facts—there still lurked a subconscious 
fear lest the Old Testament might contain some meas- 
ure of error, But since I accepted Christ as the 
Prophet of our God, and perfect as such, these 4oubts 
have lost hold: one is too awed by the Voice —‘Him 
shall ye hear in ALL things.”- One feels now ‘that 
doubt is not only disloyalty and sacrilege, but also 
sheer absurdity. 

I feel much for.our young folk in school and col- 
lege, and our students in halls and universities, whose 
general position in regard to this tremendous ques- 
tion grows steadily more difficult and dangerous. So 
my great aim is to win them to heed first of all him 
who is our only real authority. This is their one 
hope of escape from a well-greased downgrade. 

Let them beware of one specially successful snare, 
viz., That their part as genuine truth-seekers is to 
explore the new teaching for themselves, regardless 
of risks. Now they never act so in dealing with any 
great secular subject of study. If in the one they 
want to master there are two opposing schools, the 
merits or demerits of which can be. really learned 
only after long years of intense work, their first 
work is a study of credentials — which of these offers 
to.any thoughtful ou¢sider the most solid ground for 
confidence both in teaching and the teachers? The 
wise will studiously avoid entanglement with either 
until they reach a reasonably firm foundation. But, 
should one of these sciences have as its head_one of 
world-wide reputation for unparalleled ability, great- 
ness of character, encyclopedic knowledge, scrupulous 
exactness of statement, and reverence for truth — 
who could censure students for risking all by delib- 
erately choosing him as their revered master? And 
should the opposing system be as poor in true cre- 
dentials as this is rich— who would not applaud: the 
choice? Yet, strong as is this supposed case, it seems 
weak and unworthy, so infinite is the difference be- 
tween the credentials of Christ and those of the Mod- 
ernist. 

So your first duty, your only sane course, and your 
manliest, is to concentrate on Christ’s credentiais. 
Do this honestly, and perfect assurance will follow, 
when naturally you will focus every power on life’s 
supreme work of both receiving and obeying him im- 
plicitly. Then, unless he for the sake of others leads 
you to do so, you will waste no time on the compet- 
ing system. Nor will you wish to; for the more we 
learn in his school, the more does the light of truth 
expose the unreason and falseness of error. 

Let us linger a little longer here, the point being so 
fundamental. 

Here are two opposing systems, each resting on 
foundations that, while absolutely unlike, pass by the 
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“game name, “The Kenosis.” Seeing that each alike 


— or falls with its foundation, let us compare 


_ We have looked at the Scripture Decteiaty, and, 


the closer qur inspection the more reasonable it be- 
came, and the more in harmony with Scripture. In- 


creasingly do we see it aflame with the glory of 


Cos. Yes, this foundation is firm: it standeth eter- 
nal. 


But what of the theory on which the misnamed 
Kenosis rests? It crumbles at a touch. Professing 


Scriptural authority, it rides off on a palpable half-_. — 


truth lie. It stresses the self-emptying, but argues 
as if that were all, and as if its correlative, the abid- 
ing Pleroma (anointing of the Holy Spirit), had 
never been mentioned; whereas Scripture is full of it. 
Beside this monstrosity of debate, Hamlet with the 
Prince of Denmark omitted is but a trifle. And yet 
the school adopting this as their position boast of 
their science and general superiority, particularly 
as thinkers! There must be some stupendous bias 
somewhere. Should I exceed the bounds of justice if 
I called this the most daring half-truth ever issued 
and held to? 


Yet real, some of them eminent, Christians are - 


entangled in this amazing system.. Like Eve, they 
parleyed with the Tempter and of course he was too 
much for them, taking them on their nobler side, 
their reverence for truth. “All truth is of God; re- 
liable science stamps certain Old. Testament state- 
ments as incorrect; so, brave man that you are,” says 
Satan, “will you receive this correction and teach it?” 
If instead of this parley they had sought the truth 
through Christ the Door, all had been well.. In con- 
verse with him, the profanity of judging his word 

statements of “infallible Science” would have hor- 
rified them into true sanity. 


Sutton, Surrey, Ene, 








The Victorious Life 








The Gifts for Keswick 


HOSE who are following with their prayers tke 

editorial call in The Sunday School Times of 
February 10, “The Hour ,for America’s Keswick,” 
which asked for the prayers and gifts of God's 
people that between forty and fifty thousand dol- 
lars may immediately be supplied for the equipping 
of Keswick for the holding of the large Eastern Vic- 
torious Life Conference, July 14-22, at Keswick, N. J., 
will be ‘glad to know that the total amount received 
in gifts or pledges is now $3,774.55. , 

Leaflet reprints of the editorial may be had, free 
of charge, upon application to the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., for sending to persons who might 
be interested. Gifts or pledges may be sent to B. F. 
Culp, Treasurer, at the same address. 

Will you continue to help in prayer, in giving as 
God leads, and in enlisting others, to have a share 
in this great enterprise in His name, that a suitable 
and large center for sound Christian conferences, ac- 
cessible to persons living in the Eastern States, may 
speedily be provided in America’s Keswick? 


Said at a Conference 


The believer is God’s sanctuary, to be built ae- 
cording to the pattern shown us in Christ. 


I beg you remember this: that the Holy Spirit 
always makes us intelligent. 


The God of the Gospels is the God of the Penta- 
teuch —the same God. You and I must not be sur- 
prised that it is Satan’s consuming desire to get rid 
of the Pentateuch and of the atoning sacrifice of the 
cross. 


The first Christian nation this ‘earth will ever know 


will be the Jewish nation. 


The United States is not a Christian nation, It 
recognizes God, but not. Christ. How can a nation 
be Christian that does not recognize Christ? The 
recognition of Christ is always the test 6f- anything 
Christian. 


In the Old Testament, where there is one state- 
ment that refers to Christ’s first coming in humiliation, 
there are at least ten that refer to his coming again 
in glory. 


The first message of the cross is forgiveness: but 
let us never forget that forgiveness means freedom 
for the forgiven. 


Historically the ascent of Jesus Christ preceded 
the descent of the Holy Spirit. There had to be 
an Olivet before there could be a Pentecost. 


I must remind you that men are laughing at doc- 
trines, but men are laughing at doctrines only in re- 
ligion. They are not laughing at them in science, 
in literature, in business. 


‘ 
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Lesson April 6 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 


~ 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 8. ABRAHAM, THE HERO OF FAITH 


Genesis 12:1 to 25:8; Hebrews I! : 8-19 


Golden Text.—Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness.— Rom. 4 : 3. 


oo Devotional : Psa. 145: 1-10. . 
 P ‘ ference ao: ee . 20:7; Neh. 9: 7,8; Psa. :6; 
The Lesson Pilot “ts 41:8; Matt. > 29: r hy oe Rom. as 1-25; Gal. 3: 6-9; 
‘5 AS. 2: 21-24. ‘ 
¥ By Howard A. Banks Pa " 


Getting Started in Class 

NE of the interesting results of the unprece- 

dented archeological activity at the present time 

is the unearthing of what press reports call 
“the harem” of the moon ’s temple at Mugheir, the 
modern name of ancient t : 
to save a chosen people from just such idolatry as 
this temple perpetuated that God called out Abram. 
A recent Bagdad dispatch to the London Times states 
that a stone vase carved two thousand years before 


Christ, jewelry of Nebuchadnezzar’s period, and many 
alabaster vases and “door sockets” have been. found. 
The discoveries were made by an expedition con- 
ducted jointly by the University of Pennsylvania 
and the British Museum. Dr. George B. Gorden, 
Ditector of the University of Pennsylvania Museum, 
is quoted in the Philadelphia Public Ledger of Feb- 
ruary 25 as saying that a report to him by mail indi- 
cates that one wall of this temple “dated back to the 
third millennium B. C., and part of it might go back 
as far as the fifth millennium.” 


Our Background Material 


In introducing the studies of “Great Men and Wo- 
men of the Bible,” a six-months’ course to take up 
first characters of the Old Testament, and then of 
the New Testament, the International Lesson Com- 
mittee makes this statement: 

Introductory Note.—In former years our studies of most 
of the-eharacters treated during the coming six months 
have extended in each case over a number of: weeks, and 
have been involved with a study of the history of the times. 

The purpose of these two quarters is to get a more 
complete and vivid view of each person by making a rapid 
survey -of his or her entire life ina single lesson, at 
least in all but the youngest classes. It is hoped that 
the pupils will be encouraged to read at home all of the 
Bible passages- suggested, and that the téathers will in 
addition become familiar with the reference matéridl. As 
to the choice of characters to be treated, we have followed 
the emphasis of the Bible itself, selecting those to whom 
the Scriptures devote most space, giving the largest 
number of details of their lives. In each case it has been 
easy to find. passages well suited to the study of each 
grade of the school. It was particularly difficult to leave 
out such characters as Jacob, Joshua, Deborah, Gideon. 
Hannah, Jonathan, Amos, Josiah, and Dartiel; but, having 
regard to the limitations of a brief course which is to 
meet the needs of the entire school, we believe the 
selection made is on the ‘whole the best. 


The list of lessons in the Improved Uniform Series, 
issued by the Internationa) Sunday School Lesson 
Committee, is published in-pamphlet form by The 
Sunday School Times:Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, and may be obtained at 10 cents a copy, 
or $1 a dozen. Forward-looking teachers and super- 
intendents, especially those assigning work ‘ahead to 
the pupils,’ will find this booklet invaluable. 


The. Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

It is faith in God and his Word that creates the 
noblest character,-and God the Spirit was so pleased 
with Old Testament-heroes of faith that he inspired 
a New Testament writer to write a short story serial 
about them in the. eleventh of Hebrews (Round- 
Table, 3), and as if He, the divine author, felt that 
he could not say enough he flings in a notable par- 
enthesis, “Of whom the world was not. worthy”! 
(Heb. 11: 28). 

Abraham is in this roster, commended because by 
faith he “went out” (Mrs. Askew, 2), “sojourned” 
(Dr. -Smellie, 3, 4), “looked” (Mr. Ridgway, 1; 
Round-Table, 4), and “offered” a precious sacrifice 
that proved his belief in resurrection. 

Many Old Testament characters typify and pre- 
figure the Lord Jesus Christ, though he is so in- 
es and incomparably great that each one could 
only faintly shadow forth some phase of his person 
or work. Abraham is such a type in that as “father 
of the faithful,” leaving home and kindred to be a 
Sojourner in tents, he pictures Him who left heaven 
to have nowhere to lay his head while as the inar- 
nate Word he “tabernacled among us” (John 1: 14). 

The five sections into which Abraham’s life falls 
are given ‘in the fine analysis by Dr. Thomas. 

The primitive knowledge and worship of God which 
the human race posses$ed as it worshiped just out- 
side the gate of Eden, before the Cherubim and the 
Flaming Sword was being lost. The Deluge clean- 
up, the revelation to Noah and the judgment-of the 
confusion of tongues at Babel had failed to keep 


r of the Chaldees. It was . 





imary Topic: Abroham Obeving Ged. 
Lesson Material : 12:14. , 
Mamesy. Wegees Abraham, when he was called obeyed.— 
eb, 11: 8. 
ior Topic : Man Whe Tristed God. 
Janice Tooic 5 A ial: :. 12: %-5; 13: 7-22, 
Memory Verses: Gen. 12: 1-3. 


Intermediate ior Topic : the Friend of God. 











The portion of\ the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee ior printing in the lesson helps is 
Genesis 12:1-5; Hebrews 11% 8-10, 17-19 

Genesis 12:1 Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto the land that I will show thee: 2 and 
I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and be thou a blessing: 3 and 
1 will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth 
thee will I curse: and in thee shall all the families of the 
as Jehovah had spoken 

unto him; and Let went with him: and Abram was seventy 

w 


all their substance that they have gathered, and the souls 
that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they 


Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed to go out unto a place which he was to receive 
for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing whither 
he went. 9 By faith he became a sojourner in the land of 
promise, as in a land not his own, 1 dwelling in tents, with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 
1@ for he looked for the city which hath the foundations, 
whose * builder and maker is God. 

17 By faith Abraham, being tried, * offered up Isaac: yea, 
he that had gladly received the promises was offering up 
his only begotten son; 18 even he ‘to whom it was said, 
In Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 accounting that God 
is able to raise up, even from the dead; from whence h 
did also in a figure receive him back. . 

1Or, having taken up his abode in tents *Or, archi- 
tect *Gr. hath offered up. * Or, of 
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mankind faithful to the true God. Terah’s family 
(possibly) and Melchizedek, whose elbow touch with 
Abraham should not be overlooked (Gen. 14: 18) 
were among the few, perhaps the only ones, left on 
earth, -who still retained the truth of Jehovah. All 
this forced God to take a new tack in dealing with 
mankind, and Abraham was brought into being to 
become the father of a separated family through 
whom He could maintain the Highway of the Seed 
promised to be the world’s Redeemer (Gen. 3:15) to 
whom he could entrust his written revelation, main- 
tain monotheism, and carry out his ultimate purposes 
of spiritually blessing the world. 

What was involved in the call to Abraham is 
brought out by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). His. obedience 
was a splendid venture for God (Round-Table, 1), 
and so may ours be (Dr. Smellie, 1, 2). He sailed, 
as it were, under sealed orders (Mr. Smith). 

One of the great Bible covenants was made with 
Abraham. We see it formed in Genesis 12: 1-4, and 
confirmed in Genesis 13: 14-17; 15:1-7; 17:1-8. It 
‘is sevenfold: (1) He made of Abraham a great na- 


tion (Gen. 12:2) in his Jewish (Isaac), Arabic (Ish- ‘ 


mael), and spiritual posterity (Rom. 4 16, 17; 9:7, 
8; Gal. 3:6, 7, 29); (2) He blessed him (12:2) 
temporally and spiritually; (3) made his name great 
(12:2; Introduction to Family Worship, 2; Mrs. 
Askew, 1); (4) made him a blessing (12:2; Gal. 
3:13, 14); (5) blessed his friends, and (6) cursed 
his enemies (12:3), this being historically true of 
men and nations who have been persecutors of Jew 
or Jewry (be careful about your attitude to the 
Jew); (7) blessed the families of the earth through 
this man (12:3); the covenant fulfilled in Abraham’s 
Seed, our Lord Jesus Christ, and yet to have a 
greater fulfilment (Dr. Thomas, I, 2, 3). 

God reveals his plans and purposes gradually to 
Abraham, as he goes on in the obedience of faith. 
What a lesson there is for us in his beautiful growth 
in grace. The Alpine height of his faith was reached 
in the sacrifice of Isaac (Dr. Thomas, I, 4:;. Dr. 
Smellie, 5; Mr. Ridgway, 2; Mrs. Askew, 3, 4). 

Abraliam’s closing years were serene and peace- 
ful (Dr. Thomas, I, 5). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Abraham as one of the greatest hurhan models for 
a_separated life appropriated resurrection power 
(Heb. 11:19), and this lesson may therefore well 
follow that of last Sunday. The grammar of Chris- 
tian separation calls invariably for two prepositions, 








“from”-and “unto,” as is set forth so truly in the 
Introduction to Family Worship (1), and “from” 
the worla of force, greed, selfishness, ambition, and 
pleasure-seeking, “unto” God himself: “Come out 
from among them . . . and I will receive you... 
saith the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:17). This is 
not to be a mechanical separation, like that which 
characterized monkish medievalism, nor Pharisaical 
aloofness from “publicans and sinners,” but that sort 
for which our Lord furnishes the example, who was 
“separate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26), even when 
he was bringing down upon himself the condemna- 
tion of the exclusive religionists of his day because 
he ate and drank with “sinners” (Mark 2: 16). 
It is not a question of no contact with sin, but of no 
complicity With it. , 
Teaching Points 

It would be most profitable for the teacher to take 
a concordance and get God’s emphasis on the char- 
acter of Abraham from the New Testament’s refer- 
ences to him, as they fell from the lips of our Lord, 
Stephen, Paul, and others. Careful use of the Ref- 
erence Material provided by the Lesson Committee 
(Dr. Thomas, II, 6) will be helpful here. 

Lot had probably gone with Abraham as his heir, 
since he had no son of his own at the departure from 
Ur and Haran. The promise of an heir may have 
helped influence Lot to seek a more fixed home, so 
that he pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

Immediately after Abraham-had refused worldly 
rewards in the way of spoils from the defeated Che- 
dorlaomer, Jehovah said to him, “I am . . . thy ex- 
ceeding great reward.” We as Abraham's spiritual 
seed inherit that Reward; are we satisfied with it? 

Abraham “staggered not at the promise” (Rom, 4: 
20). Why should he —or we? (Round-Table, 2, 5.) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why is Abraham entitled to be called “the Hero 
of Faith’? (Dr. Ellis.) 

Should Abraham have married Hagar? 

Are there ariy similarities between Abraham's age 
and ours? 

When did Abraham see Christ’s day? (John 8: 56.) 

Have you a faith that has put your Isaac (or his 
sister, perhaps) on the altar of God, for the for- 
eign mission field? (See also Miss Homer-Dixon for 
the lesson’s missionary teaching.) : 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Principle or ANALysis.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson into its elements. 








AERO is one who deliberately takes a risk for 
another. There are those who take risks who do 
so thoughtlessly and do not know that they are tak- 
ing risks; and there are those who take risks in a 
foolhardy manner. Unthinking folks may sometimes 
put them on the pedestal of the hero, but they do not 
properly belong there. The hero takes his risk de- 
liberately and from a worthy motive. The motive 
may be friendship, humanitarianism, or faith. One 
who risks life or precious possessions for his friend 
cannot be denied the place of the hero, ‘though to do 
it for one whom he does not know, or perchance for 
his enemy, is to rise to a higher plane of heroism. 
But to earn the title hero of faith in the highest sense 
one must “endure as seeing him who is invisible.” 

Analyzing the career of Abraham will lead us to 
the justification of the lesson title. It is true that, 
being human, we should expect less than perfection 
in him; and the Bible record being faithful, as it 
always is, we find in his career at least two’ occasions 
when he was not very heroic. (Have the class cite 
them.) But his willingness to take risks is evident 
not only in his military adventure to rescue Lot, but 
in his sacrifice of home and friends to become a 
pilgrim and an earth wanderer. And ‘there can be 
no doubt that his risks and sacrifice on the whole 
were undertaken, not for selfish ends and not to 
benefit even those who were dearest to him, but in 
the spirit of the obedience of faith. No stronger 
proof of this can be found than his willingness to 
give up the dearest that he had on the mount of sac- 
rifice because his faith in God staggered not even in 
So great an extremity. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








lL. The Lesson’s Main Message 
Wes Abraham’s call a new method (of faith) 


was emphasized, and this necessarily involved 
new manifestations of God to which faith 
could respond. His life seems to fall naturally into 
five sections, and special attention should be given to 
God’s revelations and to his faith in answer to them. 


The Call (chaps. 12-14). His call represented God’s 
third start made with humanity. Adam had failed, 
and Noah’s descendants had failed, and now God was 
making another effort to redeem man. (1) The Rev- 
elation to faith. The first call came at Ur of the 
Chaldees (Acts 7: 2-4), and the second came at Haran 
after his father’s death (Gen. 12:1). Separation by 
and to the will of God was the essential feature of 
Abraham’s life from first to last. (2) The Response 
of faith. Nothing is more striking than Abraham’s 
immediate response (12: 4-6). He took God at his 
word, without hesitation, though it is difficult to un- 
derstand why he remained at Haran instead of go- 
ing straight into Canaan. Perhaps it was due to 
something connected with his father. (3) The Re- 
sponsibility of faith. His arrival at Canaan was ex- 

ressed in the confession of his faith (12:6, 7), and 

€ was soon tested by the circumstances connected 
with \the famine (12:10). Perhaps in going into 
Egypt he was stepping aside out of the path of God’s 
will, being hy with circumstances instead of 
with God. (4) The Recognition of faith. The story 
of his connection with Lot (chaps. 13, 14) constitutes 
a vital illustration of his character and his faith, (1) 


The Covenant (chaps. 15, 16). There were nine 
manifestations of God to Abraham of which the story 
in chapter 15 is the fifth. (1) The Revelation to faith. 
The phrase (15:1), “the word of the Lord came,” 
is found here for the first time. (2) The Response 
of faith. The response he made to the Divine assur- 
ance (15:4-6) is another instance of the way in 
which Abraham believed God. (3) The Result of 
faith. In answer to this trust God entered into a 
solemn covenant with him, assuring him of the cer- 
tainty of what had been promised and revealing more 
of the meaning of the Divine purpose (15: 7-21). 
(4) The Relapse of faith. Once again; a false step 
is indicated (chap. 16), showing how easy it is to re- 
peat old mistakes and sins through failure to trust 
God and continue waiting on him. (2) 


The Confirmation (chaps. 17-21). God has always 
some wonderful surprise of blessing fer his children, 
and we see this frequently in the life of Abraham. 
(1) The Revelation to faith. The fresh manifestation 
(17: 1-8), brought a new idea of God with its new 
title, meaning “the mighty God.” The promises of 
this new revelation show a decided development in 
the purpose of God concerning Abraham, with a new 
view of God’s character, a wider view of his pur- 
poses, and a clearer view of his will. (2) The Re- 
sponse of faith, Then follows the result of faith in 
fellowship (chap. 18) as the- crowning purpose of 
God. One of the features of this fellowship is 
the privilege of intercession ‘(chap, 18:22, 23). 
There are few more impressive incidents even 
in the life of Abraham than this account of 
his appeal on behalf of Sodom. (3) The Rebuke to 
faith. Again Abraham departs from the right path- 
way and repeats an old sin (chap. 20). It is almost 
incredible after former experiences that he should 
have done this, but it shows how perilous sin can be 
and how terribly possible it is for God’s children to 
depart from his ways. (4) The Restoration of faith. 
God reveals himself to his servant and assures him 
of the fulfilment of the promise of a son (chap. 21). 
The birth of Isaac was a striking reminder of God's 
faithfulness and of the absolute sufficiency of his 
grace to meet all needs. (3) 


The Crowning Event (chap. 22).. (1) The Revela- 
tion to faith, After a new experience of God (chap. 
21: 33, 34), came (2) the Requirement to faith, the 
supreme test of Abraham’s life. God wished to see 
whether his servant would show wholehearted con- 
secration. (3) The Response of faith. The prompt- 
ness of Abraham's response is very striking. (4) The 
Reward of faith. At the right moment (Psa. 107: 
27, 28), and not before, God interposed and declared 
his approval of the unquestioning faith by renewing 
the promises with a specially solemn oath (vs. 15-19). 
By this time, Abraham was able to show his unhes- 
itating faith. He was living in such close fellawship 
with God that he was ready for new revelations and 
could respond to continual calls. The keynote of his 
life at this time is, “Here am I.” (4) 


The Closing Years (chaps. 23 to 25:10). After 
the great crisis (chap. 22), Abraham had twenty-five 
years of apparently uneventful life. News came of 
relatives from afar, his wife and mother died, and 
his son was married. The evening of his life was 
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clearly marked by quiet waiting on God, showing the 
Reality of his faith. (5) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 145: 1-10. (1) Prais- 
ing (vs. 1-4); (2) pondering (v. 5); (3) proclaim- 
ing (vs. 6, 7); (4) Proving (vs. 8-10). 

Books.—On Genesis in general, the volume in the 
Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 
51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets), and that in 
the Amer.can Commentary by Goodspeed 
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Faith Laughs at Impossibilities 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D, 


EBREW history begins with Abraham. We 
have the authority of Paul for going farther, 
and for saying that Christian history has its 
beginning with Abraham. For he is the embodiment 
and commendation of faith, and all who walk by faith 


and Welt 
¢American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphiapa@™ e sons and daughters of Abraham. 


$2.50). Other works are: “Bible Readings on Gene- 
sis,’ by Henry Thorne; “Notes on Genesis,” by 
C. H. M. (Fleming H, Revell Co., New York, $1.25) ; 
“Studies in Genesis,” by Pratt (American Tract So- 
ciety, New York, 75. cts.) ; and the Devotional Com- 
mentary volume (especially pp. 292-299), by Griffith 
Thomas (Presbyterian Board of Publication, Chicago, 
$1.25, net). The volume of biography, “Abraham, 
or The Obedience of Faith,” by F. B. Meyer, will be 
found particularly useful (Revell, $1, net). 


Il. Reference Material — 

The following passages illustrate Abraham’s career. 

2 Chronicles 20:7; Nehemiah 9:7, 8; Psalm 105:6; 
Isaiah 41:8; Matthew 3:9; Acts 7:2-4; Romans 4:1- 
25; Galatians 3:6-9; James 2:22-24. 

1. 2 Chronicles 20:7. The uniqueness of Abraham’s 
relationship with God. . 

2. Nehemiah 9:7, 8. The remembrance of Divine 
grace. 

3. Psalm 105:6. The service of God. 

4. Isaiah 41:8. Honored of Goa. 

5. Matthew 3:9. The founder of the natior. 

6. Acts 7: 2-4. The Divine revelation. 

7. Romans 4: 1-25. Righteousness by, faith. 

8. Galatians 3:6-9. The spiritual seed. 

9. James 2: 22-24. Faith proved by works. (6) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Abraham the Friend 
of God. Abraham is the only man recorded in the 
Old Testament who has the high privilege of being 
called “the friend of God” (Isa, 41:8; 2 Chron. 20: 
7; James 2:23). Hebron, where Abraham lived, is 
still called Khalil, “friend,” and the Arabs are known 
to speak of Abraham as El Khalil, “Friend of God.” 
But this title of “friend” is now given to. all believers 
“(John 15:14). What constituted Abraham the friend 
of God and what is suggested by the title with ref- 
erence to Christians? Perhaps the illustration of hu- 
man friendship will help us to understand a little of 
this unspeakable privilege. True friendship includes 
three things: (1) Mutual thought, each friend think- 
ing about the other; (2) mutual love, each friend 
loving the other; (3) mutual effort, each friend doing 
something for the other. We can see how these three 
things were illustrated in Abraham’s life, and they 
are or should be true of us to-day. (7) 

2. Young People and Adults: Abraham, A Pioneer 
of Faith, A pioneer is defined in the dictionary as 
“one who goes before, preparing the way for others 
to follow.” This is particularly true of Abraham, 
who is called “the father of the faithful,” meaning 
thereby the pioneer of those who are “full of faith.” 
This is specially illustrated in Hebrews 11: 8-109, 
where the following points are seen: (1): Faith’s 
walk, verse 8; (2) faith’s waiting, verse 9; (3) faith’s 
watching, verse 10; (4) faith tried, verse 17; (5) 
faith tested, verse 18; (6) faith triumphant, verse 
19. (8) 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden ‘Text suitably calls attention to Abra- 
ham’s faith, and his entire life, apart from the false 
steps, illustrates this great and essential experience. 

1. The Simplicity of Faith. He took God at his 
word, and believed just what God had spoken. 

2. The Obedience of Faith. He proved what he 
believed by immediate and thorough action. 

3. The Confession of Faith. His erection of altars 
and other methods showed that ke did not fear be- 
ing known as a follower of the true God. 

4. The Influence of Faith. The effect of Abraham 
on Lot shows that his life affected those of others. 

5. The Endurance of Faith, He waited twenty-five 
years for Isaac, and his faith was tested even after 
Isaac came. 

6. The Reward of Faith. “It was counted unto him 
for righteousness.” His faith was honored by God 
and his life blessed in a variety of ways. 


V. Leading Questions 

Faith is man’s response to God’s revelation. Illus- 
trate this from Abraham. 

What is the meaning of the term, “father of the 
faithful” ? 

What in Abraham’s life made him “the friend of 
God”? 

_— may we be true children of Abraham? (Matt. 
3:9. ; 

What did Paul mean by “Abraham’s seed”? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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He shows us faith in its initial venture. 

When he was seventy-five years old, the voice of 
God spoke like a trumpet to his soul. It was sudden 
and decisive. No doubt a spiritual education pre- 
pared the way for it, and-in secret and under the 
surface Abraham was fashioned into fitness for the 
divine call. But, so soon as he was ready, the crisis 
came. It was a summons to detachment and separa- 
tion. Get thee out, God commanded him; and the 
ties he must break, the treasures he must lose—father- 
land, and kindred, and home—are the most sacred a 
man can know. Yet the message was not all severity. 
Promise was heaped on promise, until the pain of 
the renunciation ceased to rankle-and annoy. A coun- 
try, and a nation, and the blessing of the Lord, and a 
great name, and the joy of service, and a heavenly 
guardianship, and the grace and truth which should 
by and by reach forth to the whole world — these were 
to be Abraham’s portion. Out on the untrodden path 
he went, into the uncertain future, convinced that God 
would not fail. Abram departed, as the Lord had 
spoken unto him. (1) 

Thus faith ventures. It leaves the old moorings, ab- 
jures the old supports, vetoes the old delights. Other 
purposes govern it now; and other boons, like a new 
planet surprising the watcher of the skies, swim into 
its ken. It parts with much, but, in parting, it soars 
to a more abundant life; for God calls none of us 
to mefe nakedness and negation. We forsake a be- 
setting sin, and -this world’s good opinion, and our 
confidence in self, for Jesus Christ; and the aban- 
donment, though it appears to impoverish us, is well 
worth while: we reap a hundredfold. The steps of 
our faith have fallen on a seeming void, but have 
found the Rock of Ages underneath, (2) 


Abraham shows us, also, faith in its steady contin- 
uance, 

By faith, declares the writer to the Hebrews, he 
sojourned in the land of promise as in a strange coun- 
try. Not even in Canaan, the soil which God had be- 
queathed to him, was he able to say, “I am at home.” 
Within its borders he erected the altar for worship 
of enduring stone; but, through year after year, the 
covering over his own head was merely the fluttering 
canvas of a wanderer’s tent. Beyond and not- here, 
away from the earth in a less changeful clime, he 
hoped — far more dimly than we are encouraged to 
hope, but nevertheless.in a true sense —to find a set- 
tled dwelling: He looked for a city which hath foun- 
dations. (3) 

His faith, we perceive, was of the pilgrim sort. It 
traveled forward. It expected some better thing. 
From the foretaste of to-day it anticipated the wealth- 
ier inheritance of to-morrow. -There is one house, 
Mr. Chesterton says in a recent book, that-the Arab 
does build with walls and roof and door, as square 
as a cottage, as solid as a fort. It is his grave. 
“Here, indeed, is the sailor home from. sea, in the 
only port he will consent to call his home; here, at 
last, the nomad confesses, the common néed of men.” 
But Abraham, nomad as he was, and Christian men 
and women, strangers as they meanwhile are, are con- 
fident of a safer port and a nobler home —the city 
whose ‘Builder and Maker is God. Their faith claims 
it, and marches towards it with its staff in hand. And 
therefore faith is not simply the soul’s initial act and 
venture; it is the soul’s consistent attitude. By it 
we live and grow. We are sanctified by it. It keeps 
us receiving from our sufficient Lord a daily supply 
of grace.. It nourishes, fortifies, hallows our being. 
It leads us perpetually nearer to our goal of com- 
pleteness and satisfaction. (4) 


Abraham shows us, once more, faith in its supreme 
sacrifice. 

By faith, being tried, he offered up Isaac. The of- 
fering was not consummated, in the actual death of 
the child so much loved; but when, at the cairn-side 
on the crest of Moriah, the father raised his hand to 
slay his son, it was virtually accomplished. The fare- 
wells were finished, The bitter cup had been drained 
to its very lees. Now, more than ever, Abraham 
gave demonstration that God was his First and Last 
and Best, dearer even than Isaac, and more to be 
desired than: that heir of the covenant apart from 
whom all its stipulations seemed vacant and idle, 
words without meaning and with no worth. (5) 

This is true faith; is it ours? Instead of expostu- 
lating, pleading, objecting, crying out in the anger and 
anguish of wounded affection, to be silent and let 
God have his way. To make haste and delay not 
to keep his commandments, ‘when these command- 
ments are grievous in the*extreme and pierce our 
hearts to the quick. May he himsélf help us to climb 
our Moriah, to raise the altar of burnt-offering, and 
to prepare the sacrifice! For this is the Mount where 
Jehovah-Jireh is met and known, the Lord who sees 
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Lesson for April 8 
Genesis 12:1 to 25 :8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 


and provides, And the clearest revela- 
tions of God come to those of ts who 
lay our most cherished possessions at his 
feet. (6) 
CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Transplanting.—By faith Abraham 
.. . went out, not knowing whither he 
went (Heb. 11:8). “I don’t know whe 
I’m going, but I know I’m on my way,” 
is the refrain of a song I heard one of 
the boys singing the other a is 
emigrant part of Ur-de-la-Chaldee could 
have sung this same song. “Good-bye, 
Mr. Ridgway,” said the fellow with ex- 
tended hand. “What’s the matter with 

ou? Where are you going?” “Well, 

don’t just exactly know yet, but [’m 
going to try my luck out West.” The 
reason most of us are here is because 
somebody at some time “tried his luck 
out West.” The Puritans did not know 
where they were going or they never 
would have selected the New England 
rocks. They were moved along by the 
same Hand that moved Abraham. Some 
folks think the human product poured 
out of the American melting pot is a 
superior product. They say it is because 
it is a called out product. That is to 
say, when you want fine cabbage, to- 
matoes, and celery you transplant them. 
“Plants for sale” is a sign by garden 
gates in the countryside. It is always 
the best that is transplanted. God called 
out Abraham because he was the world’s 
best just then. Lots of room for im- 
provement in Abraham! (Gen. 12: 13; 
20: 2, 3, 12.) No doubt some of the Ur 
soil was sticking to the plant. Every 
once in a while some of us make sim- 
ilar breaks for the same reason. 


The Man of Faith.—He looked for 
the city : . . whose builder and maker 
ss God (v. 10). If Abraham did not 
know where he was heading for he cer- 
tainly ‘knew what he was looking for. 
The'-man of faith always’ knows what 
he is looking for: That is the reason 
the mant-of faith always finds something. 
The man’ of faith_is the man who ar- 
rives in “Canaan.” The man of faith is 
the man who builds up the business, the 
profesSion, the school, the church. The 
trouble with the mass of mem is that 
they are not looking for God-built cities 


on foundations: They are not inter- 
ested’ in the real things that last. 
Up the Skelp ‘Level way the other 


day I saw a’ man building a nice 
little house upon some chestnut posts set 
into the grourid. “What a pity to build 
so good a house upon so perishable a 
foundation,” said the Back Seat. 
Polander is not the only fellow who-has 
his “house” upon a post foundation. 
Abraham’s city has stood through the 
storms of the centuries, and you will find 
no small part of it safely settled upon 
the rock of Manhattan—and up and 
down Main Street. Men are looking for 
the City which hath:money, which hath 
pleasure, which hath excitement, whose 
builder and maker is Mud! And when 
found they settle there. And have the 
Sodom ending. Plenty of exhibits every- 
where. General Managers come and 
General Managers go. The administra- 
tion that endures is the one which has 
its citizenship in the God-built town on 
the Religious foundation. Abraham 
could not possibly miss it even when he 
told Lot to take first pick. In this world 
we usually find what we are looking for. 
If you keep your eye “skinned” for God’s 
city you soon will find yourself knock- 
ing at its gate! (1). 


Dead-Raising Faith.—Accounting- that 
God is able to raise up, even from the 
dead (v. 19). The old Book is filled 
with dramatic pictures from cover to 
cover, But there are few if any more 
dramatic than this one of the offering 
of Isaac, or one that makes a more tre- 
mendous appeal to the imagination. Or, 
what is more to the point (my point), 
ore harder to write a good lesson note 
upon. Every once in a while we read 
of insane men or women sacrificing their 
offspring. But for a cool and calm level- 
headed man to do so is beyond under- 
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‘standing. The reason of it is, we have 
‘not cultivated our faith in God as: suc- 


cessfully as our .reliance upon God 
(Luke ‘17:6; John 14:12). Some years 
ago my old friend Charles Hurlburt took 
his family, some.of them in none too ro- 
bust health, and sailed for Mombasa, 
Africa, to take charge. of the Africa 
Inland Mission, then a very delicate and 
uncertain infant. He had only money 
enough to carry him to Port Said. One 
of his friends said to me, “Ridgway, it 
seemed,so foolhardy I had hasd work 


rf| to keep: praying for him.” When he ar- 


rived at Port Said, “dead broke” God 
had a draft there to raise him from the 
dead! And as all the world knows, the 
Africa Inland Mission has grown to be 
a great one. But you and I do not have 
this dead-raising faith, Wouldn’t it be 
splendid if.we could? It comes by much 
waiting upon God in prayer. When 
Hurlburt used ‘to be the Pennsylvania 

. M. C. A. State Secretary and head 
of the Bible Institute here in Coatesville, 
he and James McConkey and George 
Sample would go out in the shrubbery 
and pray all night. The rest of us went 
to bed. And the rest of us, while hav- 
ing a modicum of faith, have not the 
faith to. “cut loose” and depend solely 
upon God. Like to have it, wouldn’t 
you? Well, behold the lilies how they 
grow! (2) ; 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


ra 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for, this department; one doliar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions ofthis 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions’ means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three) full months in advance of the 
date of the desson. ‘ 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of son text indicated in 
thé lesson list after‘ the word “Print.” 

Hlustrations . off other ‘verses than the 
Golden Text. are specially. desired, though 
some on. the Galden Text are also needed. 


The Load ‘Limit.—God did prove 
‘Abraham (Gen; 22:1). Temptation is 
never unbearable. Have you ever no- 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





ticed those trucks on the railway? You 
see on one truck 5-3-0. What do the fig-} 
utes mean? © They represent what is 
called the “load limit” of the truck. That 
truck can only carry five tons, three hun-! 
dredweight, and it is dangerous to im-| 
pose upon it any heavier weight. Every 
man has a “load limit,” and He who pér-} 
mits the temptation will also regulate 
it.— From J. Gregory Mantle, in the’ 
Northfield Calendar, Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N, Y. 


The King’s Call.—Abraham, when he 
was called, obeyed (Heb. 11:8). There 
is one person in England, and only one, | 
whose calls for a telephone trunk-line, 
are honored immediately. That person 
is King George. When he telephones to 
the central post office in London, asking, 
to talk with Paris, or Berlin, the num- | 
ber and exchange required are written, 
on a card which is stamped with the, 
word “Royal” in red. That stamp gives, 
the docket precedence of all other calls, ; 
though ordinarily a call is taken up in, 
the order of its receipt, and it is usually; 
about half an hour before the busy, 
trunk-line can be handed over to the ap-, 
plicant. But King George gets it at once, 
and holds it, not the three minutes which; 
is the limit for his subjects, but as long 
as he pleases. Moreover, he is not on| 
any account to be interrupted by an op-| 
erator in his conversation. I wonder if, 
that is what occurs when the King of 
kings calls us up on the telephone of the} 
universe. — From the Sunday School, 


Chronicle. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark,’ 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. (1) ° | 
The Unburnable Promise. —S ii ¢ 


counted him faithful who had promised | 
(Heb. 11:11). Among the curiosities of | 
the Bank of England may be seen some} 
ashes, the remains of some bank notes | 
that were burned in the great fire of 
Chicago. After the fire they were found | 
and carefully put between boards and/} 
brought to the bank. After applying) 
chemical tests, the numbers and value! 
were ascertained, and the Bank of Eng- 
land paid the money to the owners. If a 
human promise can be’ worth so much, 
how much more is the promise of God! 
—From the Sunday at Home. Sent by 
i Saeig J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng, 
(2 


A Scientist ‘Who Knew.—These all! 
died in faith (Heb. 11:13). When 
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Michael Faraday was dying—and 
Michael Faraday had the ‘intellect of 
twenty ordinary men—some one said 
to him, “Mr. Faraday, what are your 
speculations now?” “Speculations?” said 

araday, “I have none, I thank God. I 
am not resting my dying head on guess- 
work. ‘I know whom' I have believed, 
and I am. persuaded that he is able to 
guard that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.’”"—From Dr. A. T. 
Pierson. Sent by the Rev, J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. (3) . 

Which Are You Examining?—Yet, 
looking untd the promise of God, he 
wavered not through unbelief, but waxed 
strong through faith, giving glory to God 
(Rom. 4:20). “Are you not making the 
mistake of examining your faith, rather 
than the promises upon which that faith 
should rest? If you were traveling a 
new public highway and should approach 
a bridge of whose strength you were 
not quite satisfied, would you stop to 
examine your faith in that bridge, or 
dismount and examiné the structure it- 


‘self? Common sense would tell you to 


examine the bridge; and then, when sat- 
isfied of its strength, you would cross 
over with confidence. So now, I beg 
you, dear brother, that you look away 
rom self to the promises made by the 
God you have so long served, and trust 
him. Remember the bridge! Extract 
from a letter written by a minister to 
a brother minister whose faith was fail- 
ing during an illness—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by J. B. James, 
Toronto, Prize illustration, (4) 

Have You Filled in Your Check?— 
Being fully assured that what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform 
(Rom. 4:21). A church of which I was 
at one time pastor was heavily in debt, 
and I made it a subject of much prayer. 
One day a stranger called on me in my 
study, and said, “Mr. McNeil, I under- 
stand you have a debt on ‘your church 
that you are anxious to pay off. I have 
heard a great deal about your work, and 
I want to help.” Then, laying a blank 
check ‘on my desk, he said, “Fill in ‘the 
amount you. require, and I will return 
later. and sign it,” and he was: gone. 
sat there looking at that blank check. 
Surely, said I, he doesn’t realize that our 
debt runs into thousands of pounds. He 
would never give that much. But he 
told me to make it out for the full 
amount. No, I'll just put down half, I 
am afraid he will not sign even that 
much. After a little the stranger re- 
turned, asked’ for the check, and with 
scarcely a glance signed it, and left with- 
out another word. I looked at the sig- 


nature. It was that of-a_ well-known 
philanthropist. When I realized that he 
meant what he said, and could easily 


have paid the whole debt, I exclaimed. 
“O man of little faith, I will never doubt 
again.”—From John McNeile Sent by 
W. A. Janies, Toronto, Can. (5) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 


| Father, we thank thee for the great examples 


of those who have had abounding faith. We 
thank thee for setting before us the lives 
that are pictured in thy Word. We are 
ashamed when we think of how much we rest 
upon sight when we ought to be moving 
forward in faith. Forgive our doubts and 
our fears. Teach us, we pray thee, the sim- 
plicity of trusting thee. May we not re- ° 
quire of thee any tests to show that thou 
ar€ faithful, but may we have faith in the 
absolute trustworthiness of thy promises, 
and go forward because of thyself, or stand 
still in patient waiting as thou mayest di- 
rect. Teach us, we pray thee, the deep les- 
sons of obedience, and may we not be fol- 
lowers of self-will, but of thy will. In the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray, 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Just to obey God 
—that is such a tremendous lesson for 
all of us to learn! It is natural for us 
to want not to obey. It is because of 
Christ our Saviour, and the indwelling 
Christ in our lives that we become will- 
ing to obey, and more than willing. God 
could use Abraham because he found in 
him an obedient man. Since Abraham 


could trust God, God could give Abra- 
ham a great work to do. 
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to that eleventh chapter of Hebrews and 
see just how Abraham moved by faith. 
That was his guideboard and his as- 
surance. Is it yours? Are you trust- 
ing God, or do you want some further 
proof of his trustworthiness? “Abra- 
ham, when he was called, obeyed.” Are 
we obeying? Let us pray. 





WHEN GOD CALLED 


ABRAHAM HE28o, 
DO WE? 











vd 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Trustingly, trustingly, Jesus to Thee.” 

“Ye servants of God, your Master pro- 

claim.” 

“Faith is the victory.” 

“I know whom I have believed.” 

“Holy Father, in Thy keeping.” 

“Trust and obey.” 

“A trust song.” 

“Trusting Jesus, that is all.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) ‘ 

“Above Thee Watching” (256 : 1-3). 
Psalm iar : 1-8. 
“With Childlike Trust” (266 : 1-3). 
Psalm 131 : 1-3. 
“Better to Trust” (233 : 1-3). Psalm 118 : 1-9. 
“Whom I Have Believed” (25 : 1-4). 
Psalm 16: 1-11; 2 Tim. 1 : 12, 
“Peace with God” (229 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-9; Romans 5:1. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 








Aéram, Hero of Facth 
ore 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
OTE.—During this Quarter Primary 
teachers may improve the opportun- 
ity to familiarize their children with 
eleven important Old Testament char- 
acters who trusted and obeyed God. In 
their reading children will soon meet ref- 
erences to these noble characters in many 
a picture, song, and story. 
Lesson Teaching. — God’s 
should trust and obey him. 


Introduction—John and Bert were 
brothers, eleven and eight years old; 
their sister was only two. hen their 
father, who was a minister, returned 
from an Eastern trip, he said to his wife 
and the boys, I have had a call to be- 
come pastor of a large church in New 
Jersey ; if we accept we must move in Six 
weeks. } 

How would those boys feel to give up| 
their friends and playmates, their school, | 
Sunday-school, and teachers, and the 


children 





only home they could remember? When 
father accepted the call they became curi- 
ous to see the new parsonage and to, 
meet new friends and schoolmates. When | 
the packing was done the whole fam-| 
ily moved with their belongings. In less 
than two days they made the trip from) 
Illinois to New Jersey. Before they left 
the boys told their friends that they 
hoped to return to visit some day. Per- 
haps they may. 

Lesson Story—Abram ‘was seventy- 
five years old when he heard God’s mes- 
sage: Leave your country, your home, 
and friends. and move to another land 
that I will show you. It would be slow 
traveling in those days to go so far with- 
out railroads, but with a caravan of 
camels, sheep, and cattle. But Abram 
believed God’s promise, I will make you 
a great nation; I will bless you and make 
your name great, and you shall be a 
blessing; in you shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed. That was won- 
derful, so Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed, for he trusted God. 

Abram took Sarah, his beautiful wife, 
but: they had no children. A_ brother 
of Abram’s had died, leaving a son 
named Lot. Abram was like a father 
to his nephew, so he took him along; 
he had servants, too. 

The journey must have been long, but 
after a while they came to Canaan, where 
some other people were living, but they 
dd not harm Abram. 

God. was pleased because Abram had 
trusted and obeyed, so God appeared be- 
fore Abram and renewed his promise: 
Unto your descendants, — your children, 
ant their children, — will I give this land. 
To show his love and thanksgiving for 
God’s goodness, Abram gathered stanes 
and set up an altar to honor and wor- 
ship God. In those days there were no 
houses nor churches, 

After a while—perhaps because the 
grass was all eaten — Abram decided to 
move, so he chose the hill country be- 
tween two sheltering mountains. His 
tents could be folded and packed on 
camels, his cattle and sheep could be 
driven slowly to the new place; the fam- 
ily and servants could ride or walk; the 


stones of the altar were too heavy to| 
carry, so the altar was left where it was. | 


It was only a few miles to the new spot 
where Abram pitched his tents and pre- 
pared. to live for a while. He was not 
satisfied until he built an altar where he 
could call on the name of the~Lord in 
worship. . 

After some time it became necessary 
to move again, so Abram with his fam- 
ily, flocks, and herds journeyed toward 
the south. Wherever Abram lived he set 
up his tents for a home and built an 
altar of stones for the worship of God. 

Many other things are told about 
Abram and his family in the first book 
of the Bible; ask some one at home to 
read them to you. The Bible calls Abra- 
ham the Friend of God, because he 
trusted and obeyed. 

We all want to know whether God 
kept his promise to bless Abraham and 
to give that land to his descendants. 

Nearly four thousand years ago the 
promise was made. Canaan became the 
land of the Jews, who were Abraham’s 
descendants. Many Jews live there now. 





After the Story-—Goed honored not 
only that Abram, or Abraham, who lived 
thousands of years ago, but another 
Abraham, who lived during the last one 
hundred years, whose name became so 
great that it is known and honored all 
ever the world. When Abraham Lincoln 
was called by God to free the slaves, he 
obeyed. We ought to obey God. 


“Sunday-school is over for another day, 
Hear us now, dear Jesus, as to thee we 


pray, 

Throitigh the week be with us, in our work 
and play, 

Make us kind and loving, help us to obey.” 


(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 


Peoria, Iit. 
~ 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Abraham: 
_ 1. The servant of God, obeying, believ- 
ing. 

2. The friend of God ~—“my friend.” 


3. A blessing to all the nations of the 
earth. 











SK one girl to be prepared to give in 

brief but definite outline the events 
of Abraham’s life, or build one from the 
details you can gather from your girls 
in-class, 

But keep all this story the background 
only for the real lesson of the day, the 
study of the man who did all these 
things, the man more often alluded to in 
illustration of God’s dealings with men 
than any other one in the Bible, perhaps, 
except Moses. (1) 


1. In his life-story we see Abraham 
as the servant of Jehovah, obeying and 
believing him in all things. Do you think 
that order is backwards? Certainly faith 
was back of his obedience, but obedience 
was the first step, the first sign of such 
a faith, its outward evidence. Note that 
the very first thing we read of Abra- 
ham’s doing was simply this, “So Abram 
went” — direct obedience to God’s call 
to leave home and kindred to seek the 
new land (Gen. 12:4). (2) 

Statements, of his’ faith are found in 
at least two places in Genesis (not to 
take into account the frequent allusions 
to it throughout the Scriptures) ; in 15: 
6 when Abraham “believed in Jehovah” 
concerning the promised son, and then 
repeatedly in that climax chapter, the 
twenty-second, we see evidence of Abra- 
ham’s faith that God, who had com- 
manded him to offer his only son for a 
burnt-offering, would yet “provide him- 
self the lamb for a burnt-offering”. (v. 
8), so that father and.son might return 
together from the mountain. In verse 
5, “we will come again to you,” blessedly 
fulfilled in verse 19, “they rose up and 
went together to Beer-sheba.” (3) 


2. Such believing and obeying lead to 
a closer relation with God than even that 
of servant, for, besides reading (26:24) 
that God called Abraham “my servant,” 
we also read (18:17) that “Jehovah 
said, Shall ! hide from Abraham that 
which I do?” and we note the confidence 
of friendship, a deeper communion than 
that between master and servant. Hence 
we read that as the years went by others 
so called Abraham (2 Chron. 20:7), 
praying God to help them as he had 
“Abraham thy friend”; even God him- 
self reminding others of “Abraham my 
friend” (Isa. 41:8), (4) 

3. And what a blessing such a friend- 
ship between God and his faith-filled 
servant did bring, upon Abraham first 
and then wpon all the nations of the 
earth! Look up, in class, the following 
statements of this world-wide result of 
one man’s faith and obedience: Genesis 
12:33 3724, 5 6; 18:37; 22:18. - For 
our very young students these references, 
local to the story of the life, may be 
better material than the many we could 
gather from Scripture by going farther 
afield, 

From his own Hebrew people to our 
own Americans this one man Abraham 
has been a blessing —the result, not of 
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special gifts and achievements, nor of 
fortunate circumstances, but of simple 
faith and obedience. Is not this the les- 
son for our-girls from this portrait? 
Do they long to make great things of 
their young lives — what girl does not, 
at least to make-her life count in the 
world’s sum of good? Here is her surest 
way: just to “trust and obey” the same 
God and Father: who so “blessed Abra- 
ham as to make of him a blessing to all 
the earth. And if she feels she cannot 
trust entirely at once, if she has youth’s 
doubts, then she, like Abraham, can obey 
at once, and we have Jesus’ own word 
for it that then she shall know of the 
— whether it be of God (John 7: 
17). 
Home Study 
Memorize Hebrews 11: 8-10, 17-19. 


Decatur, Ga. 
. we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Under sealed orders. 


Discussion: How did God call Samuel? 
David? Moses? Elisha? 


Does God use other methods of call- 
ing boys into service? What is the best 
way to make sure God is speaking to a 
fellow? Is there anything a fellow could 
possibly plan for himself that would 
make his life a greater success, or bring 
more genuine satisfaction to himself ana 
to others, than the plan God makes for 
him? What is the best way to find 
out God’s will for the “first forward 
step” in his plan? 

Objective: Hearing and 


answering 
God’s call. 











AY, fellows, take a look—there’s a 

fine sight ! Steaming out-of the harbor, 
her nose pointing straight toward that 
opening between the capes to the open 
sea, a United States cruiser. She’s un- 
der full steam, carving a. path through 
the combers, her funnels rolling out 
great pillows of black smoke which set- 
tle into a dark streak across the sky, 
miles and miles behind. Ah, yes, she’s 
putting to sea, no doubt about that. 

But here’s a curious thing: she doesn’t 
know where she’s going. No, sir, from 
captain down to stoker not a man on 
the ship knows for what port she is 
bound. It may be for the Caribbean, 
or Mediterranean or Baltic shores — or 
some remote point in the Pacific — for 
all they can tell: but it is enough for 
them to know that they are on an “im- 
portant mission for the United States 
Government. And whether it be a mis- 
sion of mercy, of investigation, or di- 
plomacy, the: cruiser sails upon the-au- 
thority of that government and with all 
its resources and power backing her up. 
When out of sight of land, the captain 
will go to his stateroom and unlock a 
little steel vault, from which he will 
take the sealed packet that was placed in 
his hands back there in the harbor just 
before weighing anchor; he will break 
the seal and read his orders, and these 
may be very brief, only giving general 
directions and requiring frequent radio 
cOmmunications with Washington. 

Fellows, the most impressive thing 
about that is not the vessel with its 
shapely lines, not the well-drilled crew, 
not the long trail of black smoke. It is 
something not visible at all. It-is that 
indefinable, compelling 
which binds heart and mind and will to- 
gether in obeying the summons of au- 
thority; making captain, crew, and ship 
a unit, bounding forward at twenty-four 
knots under one impulse — obedience. 
Washington said “Put to sea!” and to 
sea She went. Never questioning, riever 
doubting. 

When Abram obeyed God’s call to 
“get thee out of thy country to a land 
which I will show thee,” he set forth 
under sealed orders, not knowing where 
or when he would arrive; but he knew 
something vastly’ more important, and 
that was—that God knew. Dr. Jowett 
says “belief is the acceptance of a map, 
but faith is the taking of a voyage.” 


-Abram had no road map, but he had so 


much faith in God that down the cen- 


thing within, - 

















Lesson for April s . 
Genesis 12:1 to 25:8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 


- 


turies- he comes to us as the Father of 
the Faithful. 

Fellows, I believe God is. calling to- 
day in an unmistakable way to every 
one of you—calling you out to some 

program of faith and action. And 
there’s only one fair way to respond. 
It is, first, by. cutting cold everything 
in your present program’ which will in 
any way tempt you to paus- or to turn 
; and, second, by taking the ini- 
tial step—forward! The way opens 
ony as you proceed. When God calls | 
a fellow out into his service, the devil 
immediately besets him with three temp- 
tations: first, to refuse to fisten to the 
call, or to consider it; second, to keep 
hold upon his old associations and habits ; 
and third, to insist on séeing his way 
through: ‘before starting... Yielding to 
any one of these will kill the program, 
in the bud, and the only way to over- 
come them is by prayer. On your knees, 
then, here is the process: Listen — hear 
the call; Renounce —all that hinders — 
cut the cables; Rise and take the first 
Step Forward. . 
And you have begun the Real Life. 
Greenssoro, N. C, 


we 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon 


NE does not have to: go back into 
a past generation to find the adven- 
turous heroes of God; humble and holy. 
unostentatious and quiet, they are abroad 
to-day trekking over vast dusty plains; 
pioneering in the jungles and swamps 
where geographers and secular explorers 
fear to venture; climbing dizzy peaks 
among the Andes and Himalayas, where 
only the consuming love for souls and 
energy of the Spirit could drive a man. 
Why? Because they have heard the 
command to leave their comfortable 
homes and go forth into “a strange coun- 
try.” 





Niacara Fats, Can. 





Children at Home 








The Black Smudges 
By Inez Cook 


IM was sick in bed and he. hated it. 
It was. dull being alone most of the” 
time. He was tired of toys. | 
One day at twilight, when he was ly- 
ing half awake, he noticed that. a pillow 
at the foot of the bed was covered with 
black smudges. “I’ve been asleep,” Tim 
thought, “and Al has probably been in 


here with his dirty hands.” Al was 
Tim’s little brother. 
Tim was still sleepy. Soon supper | 
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Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statc:s and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. ‘ 
7 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
e separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, pe 
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would be brought in and then he would 
wake up. Meantime he dozed. 

Then suddenly he noticed that one of 
the black smudges on the pillow began 
to move. And whenever, it moved it 


made another black smu Tim opened 
his eyes in surprise which soon grew to 
fear, for the b “smudge fluttered and 


moved, and every place it touched was 
left with a black spot. 

Tim shivered with fear. There was no. 
use calling, for his mother was down- 
Stairs in the kitchen preparing supper, 
and Al would. be with her. Meantime 
the thing kept moving, usually in his 
direction, leaving a trail of black smudges 
behind it. What if it-should touch him, 
and he should become black—as black 
as the chimney sweep who had come that 
day to see about cleaning the chimney? 

He raised himself ‘on his hands and 
was about to call for help when Jenny, 
his next-doof neighbor, ran ‘into the 
room and switched on the light. “I’ve 
come to. rcad-to you,” she said, then she 
gave a little squeak and before Tim 
could say anything she sprang to the 
bed and picked up the big black smudge 
that had beeri moving. ; : 

“Oh,” she cried, “a little chimney 
swallow,—a naughty one, too,’ for he 
has smudged up things dreadfully. These 
swallows make their home in chimneys, 
but no wonder he wanted to move .for 
the sweeps were poking around the chim- 
neys to-day, pot they will begin work 
to-morrow.” She held the frightened 
purp‘e-black bird from her and stroked 
its little flat head. “Didn’t you, see him, 
Tim?” ; ‘ 

“Yes,” faltered Tim, “but I didn’t 
know that it was a bird.” 

“It was pretty dark,” returned Jenny, 
“T’'ll give this little fellow a bath, -and 
then we can enjoy him a while before we 
set him free.” 

“Yes,” said Al, who had come into the 
room and was dancing around the bird. 
“T’ll let you have my white mice cage 
to put him in.. I'll tell mother, so while 
I’m getting ready she can change the 
sheets.” : 

Tim did not tell Al how mean he had 
been about accusing him of smudging 
ri pillow. He said, “That will be fine, 
that bird for a-day.” 

When Al had. gone for the cage and 
Jenny to wash. the bird Tim decided to 
make Al a kite the next day. He could 
manage it while sitting up in bed. 

SEATTLE, WASH, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





April 15. How Can We Become Truly Edu- 
cated? Proy. 4: 1-9. 

April 22. Train for Leadership. Exod. 3:7- 
12; 4: 10-12. 

April 29. What My Denomination Has 
Meant to the World. 1 Peter 2: 9-12. 

May 6. Lessons from the Psalms. 
Prayer Psalm. Psa. 86:1-17. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 


- 





Mon.—Wise to rest (Exod. 20: 8-11; 23: 
12). ) 

Tues.—Wise to worship (Ezek. 46 : 1-3). 

Wed.—Sabbath blessing (Isa. 56 : 1-7). 

Thurs.—Unwise to trade (Neh. 13 : 15-22). 

Fri.—Unwise to criticise good (John 9: 
1-14). 

Sat.—Unwise superstition (Col. 2 : 16-23). 








It ought to make me well to have| 


the day when he arose Christians should 
assemble themselves together to study 
and to be inspired by the great mes- 
sages of the Word of God. very Sun- 
day is an Easter Day, and while we 
should remember that our fellowship 
with God is an every day and every mo- 
ment need, and that it is not just for 
one day a week yet the fellowship and 
friendship with other Christians is nec- 
essary to a healthy Christian life. 


The modern world has imposed the 
test. of the Lord’s day as the test of real 
discipleship. The world will lure and 
call the Christian young person away 
from church and young people’s society ; 
it. will say to the Christian, “Oh, don’t 
be a prude! It won’t hurt.your religion,” 
But when the world has succeeded in 
pulling a Christian away from the wor- 
ship of the company of believers, it 

oints the finger of scorn and says: “See, 
f told you. This religion business doesn’t 
mean anything at all. Why, he just runs 
away from his church any time a chance 
to have a good time comes along. It 
ddesn’*t mean anything “to him at all.” 


From the beginning there has been a 
line between the Church and the world. 
The people of the Body of Christ, which 
is composed of all those who trust him 
for their salvation through his atoning 
death, have realized that the fact that 
the world delights in its vain and unsat- 
isfying amusements is no reason why the 
Christian should “follow the crowd.” In 
these days it almost seems as if the di- 
viding line were being obliterated. But 
although it may not be seen by the Chris- 
tian, it is still there, and the world wel- 
comes Christians to its pleasures because 
it realizes that the line has been crossed 
and that the believer is on the world’s 
side! How strange it is that young peo- 
ple seeking joy will cross to where there 
is bondage, and seeking freedom will 
try to find it outside the circle of those 
whom Christ has made free! The real 
joy, the real freedom, the real “fun,” 
is a clean joy, a clean freedom, a clean 
fun. And we can have more of it dur- 
ing the week if we set the Lord’s Day 
to be for himself alone. 


Certain interests are making a con- 
certed and savage attempt to break down 
the Christian Lord’s Day. They work 
through all manner of channels: the press, 
the “movies,” and organized sports. This 
is being done not for the sake of “free- 
dom,” but for the sake of more money 
in the pockets of amusement-producers. 
Much evidence has-been adduced re- 
cently to show that the “movie” interests 
are working their hardest to break down 
the Christian Sabbath, The question 
then comes very straight to the heart of 
the young person: regardless of whether 
I feel that it hurts me or not, can I con- 
sistently, and without denying my Lord, 
give my money to an institution which 
seeks to rob me of the best I have? Can 
I stand for the Church against its ene- 
mies if I seem to commend the “movies” 
by. habitual attendance upon them? And, 
worse than all, is there any defense for 
me if I desert my Church for the world 
on the Lord’s Day itself? 


But our enemy, if he cannot get us to 
ally ourselves with the world, will be 
very content if we violate the Lord’s 
Day by ignoring the assembly of the be- 
lievers. A person is just as much ab- 
sent from Church on Sunday morning 
if he is in bed as if he were on a pic- 
nic, 
lowship of the C. E, if he is at home 
studying, as if he were at the “movies.” 


One is just as much out of the fel-’ 





195 


“The good is enemy to the best.” A 
Christian doesn’t need to study on Sun- 
day. If he only considers that, for 
studying p ses Monday morning 
comes after Saturday night, he will be 
surprised to find that all his work will 
be done just the same. The Lord helps 
those who obey him. Our reasonable 
service is to present ourselves to him in 
such a public way that the world may 
see something of the power we know 
we have in our lives. As an army officer 


used to say to nis men: “Men; it can 
be done, mat’ has done it!” 


PHILADELPHIA. 











Record of Christian Work 


East Northfield, Massachusetts 


A MONTHLY review of world-wide | religious 
thought and activity, with contributed asticles, 
sermons and studies ; ot Bible study, devo- 


tional reading. and methods; and reports of addresses 
delivered at the famous Northfield conferences. Hust’d. 
April N.mber, 20 cents 
The Cross of Christ: Life’s Eternal Center. 
W. M. Clow. 
Holy Week in Jerusalem. W., P. Livingstone. 
Inseparnble Love, James I. Vance. 


The Mirage Shall Become a_Pool, J. Stuart 
Holden. 


‘Tha Beewe of Religious Kaowledge, Harris E. 





The Farewell: A’Dream in New York (Poem) 
All in addition te of Read- 

gm a Da 
Two dollars a year; Canada, $2.25; foreign, $2.50. 


Address: RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK, 
Box 605, East Northfield, Mass. 














What is the value of the Sabbath? 
What is your idea of a well-spent Sabbath? 
What is your idea of an ill-spent Sabbath? 


Sunday, Apel 8 


What Are Wise and Unwise Uses of the 
Lord’s Day? (Isa. 58 : 8-14; 
Psa. 118 : 24) 


Eta Lord’s Day is given to us, not as 
a day of recreation and rest, but to 
be a day of spiritual infilling and power. 
It commemorates, not the seventh day, 
when God rested, but time’s greatest 
miracle of power: the resurrection of 
Christ. It is therefore fitting that upon 





Bible Success Booklets Greatly Reduced! 


In order to clear the remaining stock of the beautiful 1923 BIBLE SUC- 
CESS BAND BOOKLETS, they are now offered at a special quantity price, 


, which is far below cost, and which will make it 
Christian workers to distribute large numbers o 
— to secure this beautifully illustrated and illumined booklet that 

meant so much in the lives of thousands. 


as 


_——- for pastors and 
them. Here is your op- 


The booklet contains mes- 


9 rf James M. Gray, Dean of Moody Bible Institute; W. H. Fitchett, 
D.D.; Howard A. Banks, Associate Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
and a list of Scripture passages for daily memorizing. Regular prices, $2 
a dozen; $15 a hundred, or 20c each, SPECIAL REDUCED PRICE, $5 


A HUNDRED. 


(Holds good only for quantities of 50 or more.) 


NOTE-— This sacrifice price should clear t 
Only an early order will insure delwe 


stock quickly. 
ry. 
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ASTHMA 


The assurance of comfottable repose ap- 
peals to every sufferer from asthma. 
The popularity of Vapo-Cresolene is due to— 

Continuous treatment while the patient en- 

joys undisturbed rest. - 

Avoidance of internal medication. 
**Used 
while 
you 

Est. 1879 sleep”’ 

The household remedy for bronchial troubles j 





For Family Worship 


BY the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo] Lesson Committee. 


“Called to Go Out” 


BRAHAM “was called to go out, ... 
and he went” (Heb. 11:8). True 
faith obeys. The Church is a called out 
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(“father of many nations,” to whom on- 
coming multitudes as yet unborn would 
look up); this was one of faith’s re- 
wards. To Abraham promise was equiy- 
alent to performance; is it to you? 
(Read Romans 4: 16-22.) 

Prayer Sucerstions: Pray for the 
Celyon and Indian General Mission (153 
Institute Place, Chicago); its 31 foreign 
and 130 native workers; for the supply 
of additional evangelistic workers; also 
for funds for the furloughs of three mis- 
sionaries and for new equipment on the 
field. Pray for the boards at home, and 
for revival on the field. 


(Lesson for April 8) MARCH 24, 1923 


Sat.—Romans 4 : 13-18. - 

The Father of the Faithful. 

The designer precedes the design; the 
design precedes its material fulfilment. 
Thus the omnipotent Designer is able to 
call “those things which be not as though 
they were.” To him they are. And to 
him to whom is given “the faith of 
God” they also are, Read Hebrews 11: 
I, 6, 8-19; Mark 11:22, margin. ~ 

Prayer Succesmons: Pray for the 
Inland South America Missionary Union 
(113 Fulton Street, New York City); 
its 38 foreign and 13 native workers; its 
15 accepted candidates awaiting depart- 
ure; also for additional physicians and 








Fri.—Genesis 22 : 3-13. 


OTN 







| body; it is called out, to go out; called 
| out from all the world, to go out into 
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Sold by Drugaists 





The Trial of Abraham’s Faith.| ¢¢achers; and for an outpouring of the 
Spirit upon” South American fields. 


re 







































Re en Ce Ce eee 























THE CONFLICT OVER 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 


By REV. OSWALD T. ALLIS, Ph.D. 


A reply to the claim of Professor George Jackson of | 
Manchester that ‘‘ never before has t Id Testa- 

ment been so lotsiligible, so readable, so ‘preachable’ | 
a book” as the Higher Critics have made it. In the | 
January issue of | 


THE PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL REVIEW 
60 cents per cony. $2.00 per annum 


The Princeton University Press, Princeton, N. J. 


S.'S. LESSON HELPS 
Thought-stimulating expository surveys of the In- 
‘iastione: Lessons, full of suggestions and applica- 
tions.*"** Hiystrative Hintsand Helps’ on the C. E. 
topics and other equally helpful departments, and re- 
porte of 


addtésses delivered at the famous Northfield 
conferences. §2 a year; 20 cents acopy. All in the 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK | 


Box 6065, East Northfield, Mass. 





§ 8 LESSON ILLUSTRATOR | 
is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 2 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There 


is no other | like as well.”” Sample c "ee. 
158 Fitth Avenue, New York. ities a 














Appearance ) 7he 
rability Sc 
Design a 
Write 
De Long Furniture Co. 


Department S. S. T. 
822 Witherspoon Building 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


BRONZE ELETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS | 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc 


Globe Furniture Company, feutac sina 


Individual Communion Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION QUTFIT CO. 7th Se, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
cts. “THE BEST DISPENSATIONAL CHARTS” 


says Dr. A. C. Gabelein, ‘‘ ever pub- 
lished, in four colors.’’ The Second 


Paid he ee hes mew a 
Chicato ee 


UNIVERSITY BIBLE EDUCATION 


athome. Graduate and undergraduate. Hundreds 
pogvine- Best cooks. Enroll now. Catalog. Write 
. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


Cuticura Soap 
—Is Ideal for— 


The Complexion 




































































When answering advertisements, lease 
mention The Sunday School Times. " 


while almost every professing member 
of Christ’s body is disobeying; where- 
fore the swpreme need of Church-wide 
revival, to make the Church instantly and 
implicitly obedient. Thank God for those 
missionary boards, such as the Africa 
Inland Mission (North American sec- 
tion), which are as constantly urging 
prayer for revival as prayer for the'r 
own particufar fields. A thoroughgoing 
revival in the Church at large wou!d re- 


_ lease thousands of missionaries for the 


field at large. Pray that God will put 
it upon:the hearts of all missionary board 
leaders to sound forth such a call to 
prayer for revival as that their constit- 
uencies shall be compelled to recognize 


| it as the very voice of God! Pray for 


the societies listed below. (The statistics 
were given in January.) (1) 





April 2 to 8 
Mon.—Genesis 12:1-5. The Call of Abram. 
“T will make thy name great.” God 


purposes the same thing (in some man- 
ner) for every one whom he calls, but 
again and again his purpose is thwarted 
(humanly speaking) by our attempting 
to help him make our own name great 


| instead of our making /is name great, 


and doing the latter for his glory. (2) 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Re-read the In- 
troduction above and pray accordingly. 
Ask our miracle-working God for the 
humanly impossible in connection with 
every evangelical missionary board, 
whether “faith” or otherwise, whether 
independent or denominational; and for 
every world-wide evangelization agency. 
Tues.—Genesis 13: 5-12. Abram and Lot. 


Two men, the one unconsciously tread- 
ing God’s royal road to greatness; the 
other as unconsciously choosing the 
devil’s rapid road to ruin! Lot lifted 
up his own eyes and made a covetous 


| but short-sighted choice (covetousness 
| is always short-sighted) ; separation fol- 


lowed (sin separates), whereupon God 
lifted up his self-effacing servant, and 
outgave the devil a hundredfold. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
South Africa General Mission (32 Court 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.); its 120 foreign 
and 250 native workers; its six accepted 
candidates ready to sail; the spiritual life 
of all its missionaries and its native 
churches, and for a great ingathering of 
souls. 

Wed.—Genesis 15% 1-6. 
Abram Justified by Faith. 

Says A. E. McAdam: “If there should 
arise one utterly believing man, the his- 
tory of the world: might be changed.” 
Was not Abraham such a one? And 
has not the history of the world been 
changed thereby? And the end is not 
yet. Would the history of your church 
or community be changed if you would 
really believe God? 

Praver Succestions: Pray for the 
Sudan Interior -Mission (860 College 
Street, Toronto, Ont., Can.); its 71 for- 
eign missionaries and 30 native evan- 
gelists and teachers; also its six accepted 
candidates. Pray for the supply of a 
medical worker, for the opening of new 
stations, and additional missionaries, 


Thurs.—Genesis 17: 1-8. Abram — Abraham. 


From Abram (“high father,” to whom 
those about him looked up) to Abraham 





(sometimes long continued) is sure to 
follow. Genuine heart 
through; presump uous head faith fails. 


Prayer Sugcestions: Pray for the 
China Inland Mission (507 Church 
Street, Toronto, Ont., Can.); its more 
than 1,000 foreign missionaries and 
nearly 4,000 (paid and unpaid) Chinese 
helpers; also for the supply of greatly 
needed medical men and nurses, also for 
teachers, Pray for governmental peace; 
aiso against the menace of Modernism, 


faith . goes| 





with seeming: patience, but it takes di- 
vine grace to wait patiently for and u 
the Lord. God loves to give abundant 
grace to every asking child. 

Prayer SucceEsTions: Pray believingly 
for the above societies. (“Faith cometh 
... by the Word,” see Rom. 10:13-17), 
that every spiritual and temporal need 
may be supplied, new workers thrust 
forth, old workers revived, Bible trans- 
lations speeded, literature provided. 
(Other societies will be mentioned later.) 


Special Summer Course 


i b4 e JULY 5th to 
Moody Bible Institute Accusrs: 
For Pastors, Teachers, secular school teachers and Christian 
Workers desiring better equipment along Bible and relatedlines. 


Special instructors include: Prof. A. T. Robertson, 


D. D., LL 


of theology; Dr. 


Church Music.” 


All the above, also a strong, specially arranged program, in- 


q . D., Th. M., eminent specialist on the 
Greek New Testament; Prof. Thornton Whaling, 
D. D., LL. D., outstanding southern figure in domain 
W. H. Griffith-Thomas, leading 
Bible scholar, former president Wycliffe College, 
Toronto; Prof. C. C. Ellis, B. D., Ph. D., expert on 
religious education and psychology, Juniata College; 
Dr. Geo. S. McCune, authority on missionsin Korea, 
now president Huron College, S. D.; Rev. S. B. 
Rohold, Jewish scholar, recently returned after two 
years in Palestine; Rev. P. W. Philpott of Moody 
Church, noted pastor and conference speaker; Rev. 
E. S. Lorenz, veteran cemposer, author of “Practical 





Rev. James M. Gray, D. D. 
Dean of the Institute 


cluding twenty-five different subjects from the Institute’s regu- : ‘ ® 
lar courses (music, practical work—field clinics in Chicago, included) will be provided free of 


charge except for private music lessons. 


An opportunity of unique valye! Apply early 


as regularly enrolled special students in the 


ior reservations. Board and room at same rates 
nstitute buildings to limit of capacity. Ask for 


free booklet, giving full particulars. Address, either Superintendent of Men or of Women, 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 











For the Translation, 
Publication, and 
Distribution of the 
Bible in all the World. 





It tells you how you may secure an 
income that cannot shrink; how 
oem may execute your own will; 

OW you may create a trust fund; 
how you may give generously with- 
out hardship. 


It describes the Annuity Bond, a safe, convenient, and 
productive investment which promotes a fundamental 
Christian enterprise. Endorsed by all denominations. 


Write for Booklet 16 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
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F i Exactly the same thing took place. in 
: Send for descriptive booklet 47B. | an Se arg! calheg © warmer =e Abraham’s life of faith that takes place | Sun.—Psalm 4 : 1-8. t 
si | aration for the purpose of outermost} : : = es : H Need and Diviee Greece. 
THE VAPO ove OLENE Co. || proclamation. If the Church had Abra-| im every life of faith; critical testing. . —— , i 
-CRES -1\ ham’s obeying faith, how quickly the The moment that any child of God dares| “I. waited patiently.” Some “wait pa- 
62 Cortlandt St., New York world would be evangelized! Every| {2 step out on God’s promises, some} tiently,” but not “for the Lord.” Many 
’ or Leeming- Miles Bidg., Montreal, Canada member of Abraham’s body obeyed, heaven-born’ or heaven-permitted trial} an unregenerate heart is able to wait 











